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Today was by far the busiest yet.  We saw 208 patients and still ended on time after staring 2 hours
late.  I'm very thankful for a highly motivated team who all take initiative to get the work done.  As is
so typical of medical work, the least expected happens at the most challenging moments.  At the
busiest time of the day, the Prime Minister of Uganda's brother and wife showed up for eye exams,
Basime Godfrey, who came to Chattanooga for surgery came, I was on the telephone with a clearing
agency trying to get our air shipment cleared through customs, and the story of the scenario of the
girl in the next paragraph happened  - all within about 15 – 30 minutes.  I'm looking forward to
surgery next week.  Both in the U.S.  and here, surgery is for me so much more relaxing than the
clinic because people seldom interrupt you with questions, and you can focus on one thing at a time.

Today was also the most emotionally challenging day so far.  The 15 year old girl I was seeing did
not respond to my questions in English so I spoke to her mother thinking the patient could not
understand me.  When I told the mother that the girl was blind in both eyes and there was no hope of
recovery, the girl began weeping.   Even I (calloused and clinical as I am)   couldn't hold back tears 
as my translator and clinical officer were also crying.  We prayed together, and I referred her to a
rehab program for the blind.  This was preceded by having to tell essentially the same thing to a 23
year old lady and was followed later in the day by the arrival of a bus load of teenagers from a school
that teaches visually impaired students of which I personally saw 17 more blind teenagers.  I was
selfishly glad that the blind students waited to ask Pastor Bob Hayes why God didn't answer their
prayers to get their vision back.

I posted another few amazing encounters as well as some photos of our "clinic" on my Facebook
wall.  Feel free to befriend me if you want to see them.

Thanks also for praying for my co-worker, Mary Ann's, son.  News is they are being able to wean him
off of the ECMO machine.
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