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Today was our final day in the Kiroba village where the Kiroba Community Presbyterian 
Church has now been planted. It was a wonderful day. Our team began the events teaching 
Sunday (Friday) school for men, ladies, and children. When that ended we began worship 
singing a number of traditional hymn in English and Lusoga, the native tongue in this part of 
Uganda. We then had four of our group share testimonies and their appreciation for being on 
this team and spending the week in this village.  

After a couple more Uganda songs, Dr. J. D. Bonner spoke and shared his experiences 
in Uganda over the years and specifically here in Kiroba. He then preached from 1 
John 1:1-4. This was followed by comments by Pastor Edward Kasaija about the 
nature of the church and the relationship between pastor and congregation. The 
Presbyterian tradition of a church governed by Elders rather than a single person is 
difficult for many to grasp. At every level of society from the local level to the very top, 
one person ultimately is in control. Pastor Kasaija did a very good job explaining from 
the Scriptures that Elders should run the church and that the pastor is just one of those 
Elders. 
  
When Pastor Kasaija finish, Dr. Kefa Sempangi spoke for a few minutes and they 
began the process to install the pastor for the church. He is John Namayonjo. He has 
been working in this area for some time now making contacts and preparing for this 
day. As the other pastors present were ask to join in the laying on of hands and prayer, 
Kefa named me as the one praying. That's when I found out, but then, this is Uganda! 
A little more notice is very helpful. 
  
With the first official worship service and installation of Pastor John now over, we spent 
some 30 minutes greeting one another. The Uganda team then distributed Bibles and 
mosquito nets. The Bibles to the new converts and the nets to pregnant women, then 
children. We did not stay to see just how far the net distribution went. Over 100,000 
children die of malaria each year and the simple step of sleeping under a net will 
reduce the risk of malaria by 50%. 
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