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HISTORICAL DISTORTION “MAJOR SIR GERALD PORTAL
I'm here to find out how this small 1858-1894 FROM WHOM THIS
beautiful town got its name. The TOWN DERIVES ITS NAME.”
following day I decide to go and Something is seriously wrong
have a look at the template that will here. Sir Gerald Portal dressed in a
provide a good proportion of the military uniform and holding a gun?
answer to the questions — Sir Gerald How can this be when Sir Gerald
Portal’s statue stands on the traffic Portal never held a position in the
island on the main street. The statue army, let alone underwent military
“was shifted from the centre of the training? Unlike Captain Lugard,
roundabout ‘where it used to stand who was trained at the famed Sand-
“near the Smﬁc {Former UCB) bank hurst and commissiphed- in 1878,

" to this spot. Portal was not a ca&'eer soldier.
The statue paints a picture of a How then was the'rank of Ma;or ;
battle-hardened soldier holding a bestowed on him? Bésides, during

gun, and seems to be keeping watch his stay in Ugand he ‘never set foot 11
over Fort Portal. At the foot of the in Fort Portal. How the did the town,+}
. . E » 1’ £, 'A) get Iobe namd'mlhm? ¥y o+ l.i i
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- SirGerald Portal died of
Malaria soon after his
retuntobngland

SIR GERALD PORTAL

He was bom in 1858 in Laverstoke,
Hampshire, England. He went to

the prestigious Eton College, which

has educated boys for nearly six

‘centuries and “still continues to

develop King Henry VI's original

vision of providing distinctive edu-

cation to talented boy”.

After college, he chose to join
the Foreign Service in 1879. The
following year, in 1880 he was sent
to Rome.

In June 1882, he was posted‘

- to Cairo, Egypt, where he was at-

tached to the Consulate-General.
He was present at the bombard-
ment of Alexandria. In the sum-

a mosque (above)
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A : Chrlstlamty and the mismonancs in

. favourite weapon was the pen. He A

remmtoEagland

mers of 1886 and 1887, during

Lord Cromer’s absence, he took

charge of the Residency.

On October 17, 1887, he was
directed to attempt recongciliation
between the King of Abyssinia and
the Italian Government. Eventually
he climbed the ranks to become
Chargé d’affaires in 1888.

In 1889, he became first the
Acting Consul-General and then
the Consul-General of Zanzibar
in 1891. His duties expanded to
include German East Affica in June

1891 and tbe Bnt!sh EastAfdca in

Sir Gera]d Portal came to Ugan-
da in late 1892 to assess whether
the country should be retained or
evacuated. He recommended that
Britain should not pull out. Among
other issues, he reasoned that
pulling out of Uganda would put
the locals who had converted to

grave danger.
In short, he never held a gun
as a soldier. On the contrary, his
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‘ ]’aﬁuary 25, 1894 soon after l'ns :
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The foundation stone of Fort

Portal at Boma Golf Club
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