
Some Lessons Learned (In No Particular Order) from ministry with Africa Christian Training Institute
in Uganda, January 2019

" There is still great need for pastors in Uganda (and all of Africa apparently) to be trained and
believers old and new to be taught sound doctrine.

" Evangelism is important in a believer’s life; I must be more proactive about it.
" God does still save people! Before the trip I had pretty much given up on evangelism back

home because I rarely saw people get saved. Of course, part of my own misunderstanding is
the wrong idea that “evangelism” means “conversions.” It doesn’t. It’s being faithful to scatter
seeds. One scatters, another waters, etc.

" Evangelism also needs to have a mercy ministry component—we can’t meet every physical
need, but we ought to seek to meet the ones we can, whenever possible.

" Churches and individuals that are not regularly sharing the gospel with the lost and discipling
believers are not obeying the Lord’s command to make disciples.

" This one is a hard one to write, but I saw it a lot on the trip. “The love of money is the root of all
evil.” Even the potential for money corrupts—it tempts pastors and church members to look to
man (and the American Dollar) to meet their needs, and not to the Lord.

" Pray and keep praying for “an intolerable burden for souls,” as Dr K says.
" Pray, pray, pray! Pray the Scriptures back to God, pray privately, pray corporately…Pray!
" Know yourself. Know when you are feeling cranky because you are tired or hungry or hot and

dirty, or… Know what tempts you. Know how to do battle in prayer against thoughts of
bitterness, jealousy, lust, cynicism, anger, etc. Keep the channels of communication with the
Lord open. Guard your heart. Repent often.

" Be fluent in the Bible. Hide it in your heart. Read it often, over and over. Let it soak into your
heart and mind like rain into the ground.

" Pursue personal holiness. It’s so rarely emphasized anymore because it is not exciting or
glamorous, but it’s vital if we desire to be used by God.

" Look for opportunities to serve. Be small. Be serving, even serving those whose job is to serve
you.

" A trip like this will be sanctifying, even in the natural/secular ways cross-cultural travel opens a
person’s eyes and can challenge their routines (two examples: learning to live on “Africa time”
and learning to submit to the needs and requirements of traveling as part of a larger group.)

I learned a great deal from spending time with Dr K and those I traveled with and met there, several
of whom I still keep in touch with. I believe a mission trip to Uganda is a worthwhile investment for an
adult Christian who is not a new believer. I’m not saying they ought to be a believer for decades, but
at least a couple of years and already active in some kind of serving back home.

Yours,
Anthony


