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Preface 
 

Invited to address the Newly Formed Vanguard Presbytery, I increasingly recognized how 

challenging it is to live up to the name it has chosen with which to present itself to the world. 

The dictionary definition of Vanguard (Merriam-Webster) is “The Forefront of an Action 

or Movement on Display in Troops at the Head of an Army,” apparently to blaze a trail, 

often through rough territory in tough times, to reach an identified objective and to see 

others joyfully follow in its footsteps. It goes without saying that this entails a heartfelt 

commitment of time, energy, and resources. In fact, if it lives up to its name, it will put its 

life on the line! This, as we shall see, reflects the biblical teaching about the Church. We are 

already getting an inkling of this when our Lord holds out that the stationary “gates of hell” 

are no match for a marching Church “on a move” that is evidently quick paced (Mt. 16:18). 

The Church clearly is “at war,” by Divine fiat (Gen. 3:15). Scripture also stipulates in detail 

what this “move” is all about. So, it is incumbent upon us, in fact, the only part of wisdom, 

carefully to explore it and clearly to define what this entails. When we do so, we must 

establish the sum and substance of an ecclesiastical “Marching-Culture,” how it becomes a 

reality and what it seeks to accomplish. The aim of this address is to bring out the Biblical 

data to this threefold effect. The word “Culture” is a deliberate choice. To be “on the move” 

must be or become the Church’s “second nature.” The “gates of hell” are stationary. The 

Church never is or can be! In fact, it must boldly enter these “gates” to rescue the perishing 

regardless the cost. It should not just leave its “comfort zone.” It should not even have one! 

The first human one who found out that this is fraught with danger was Stephen. Many 

others in Church History found this out as well. Who would not think of Athanasius, 

Wycliffe, Luther, Calvin, etc., etc.? While not everybody shares martyrdom, all of us must 
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be willing, if not eager to take that risk.1 So, let me turn to the task at hand, to seek to establish 

what according to the Scriptures a “Marching Culture” is all about. 

 

==================================================================== 

 

Dear Assembled Brothers and Sisters in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ who was given all 

authority in heaven and on earth (Mt. 28:18). Our Lord showed his universal authority 

repeatedly during his stay on earth, sealed it with his blood, and solidified it in his 

resurrection. It is on open display in the glory of his ascended kingship. This portrays him 

with a face shining as the sun to indicate his glory, with hair white as wool  as white as snow 

to indicate his utter holiness, with eyes like a flame of fire to indicate that nothing escapes 

him, with feet like burnished bronze to indicate that he is unstoppable, with a roaring voice 

to indicate that he means business, and a two-edged sword coming out of his mouth to 

indicate that all corruption will be purged or punished. No wonder that John falls like a dead 

man before his feet (Rev. 1:12-19). When I held this out as a universal model for all 

Christians to follow at the height of the student rebellion in the 1970’s, two student leaders 

openly defied this as “gross.” However, three days later they returned in abject repentance. 

At least one of them “got up” like John, mirroring Jesus as he rose from the dead and has 

been “on the move” ever since. But “on the move” for what?    

      Well, ordered by the King, it is our exclusive business “to make disciples of all nations,” 

“to baptize them in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,” and “to teach them 

to obey whatever he commands.”2 This Triple Command to “evangelize,” “baptize” and 

 
1 See John Piper, Risk is Right: Better to Lose your Life than to Waste it (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2013). 
2 “Go … baptize … teach are participles modifying the imperative verb, making disciples.” Literally the Greek can be 

translated as follows, “Having gone, make disciples, baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.” However, the participle “having gone” and the 

imperative “make disciples” are in the aorist tense, which spells punctiliar action. According to Greek grammar, the 

participle, such as in contexts like this, either takes on the imperative mood and translates as, “Go, be on the move, 

make disciples.” Or it is circumstantial, “wherever you have gone already, that is wherever you are, make disciples.” 

Most commentators go for the first interpretation. I am inclined to opt for a blend. You must be “on the move,” as far, 

fast and furious as possible!  But wherever you did or do go, that is, wherever you find yourself or are going (Acts 

1:8), the making of disciples as an accomplished fact (aorist) is a concrete and indisputable “must.” It cannot but serve 
as the overarching focus and well-defined spearpoint of your life that always does and must double as your ministry 

for it to be pleasing to God. The participles “baptizing” and “teaching,” however, are in the present tense, which 

conveys continuing action. As such they can be translated as “the manner, the means or even the result” of the making 

of disciples (NET Bible on Mt. 28:19-20). Thus, the verse can read, “make disciples in the way of, by means of, or as 

the result of baptizing and teaching.” However, in the Greek language these two participles can also pick up the force 

of the preceding imperative. Thus, make disciples and make sure always to cap this with baptizing them and crown it 

with teaching them unto obedience. I favor this interpretation. To make disciples by means of or resulting from baptism 

is difficult to defend. Baptism seals something that exists and does not initiate. Further, to construe the text as saying 

that both baptism and teaching do precede the making of disciples seems awkward. So, it is preferable to have baptism 

and teaching follow the making of disciples. Baptism-to-show-that-you-belong (!) invariably does and must cap it, 

and teaching-in-order-to-obey (!) does and must proceed from it. The change from the aorist tense into the present in 

the two concluding participles appears to suggest this as well. What is accomplished requires an indispensable twofold 
sequel. So, wherever you have gone or go, in your backyard (Jerusalem), next door (Samaria), or way beyond it (the 

end of the earth) (Acts 1:8), evangelize, and once you have made disciples, do seal it with baptism and embody it with 

any and all of Christ’s teachings. Baptism in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit implies two things. 

First, both the enterprise of evangelism and teaching must be Trinitarian, and second, they are Church affairs. Both 

are pivotable. But more about both below. When in this address I double out the two commands of making and 
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“sanctify,” with the Ten Commandments as an integral component of the third part, is the 

sum-total of the process of sanctification.3 There is nothing else that matters by order of our 

Commander-in-Chief. It is and must be the cutting-edge of the Church as a corporate 

structure, of the families that make up the Church, and of all the individual Christians that 

make up the Church and its families, whether as leaders or members. May God drive this 

home as an unforgettable, life-determining, life-controlling, and life-directing reality. If he 

does, every Christian upon inquiry, will joyfully intone, “The sole and whole purpose of my 

life, based upon Christ’s unequivocal mandate and arising from a passionate and 

compassionate ‘burden for lost souls’ and an equally passionate and devoted ‘burden for 

God-honoring holiness,’ is ‘to make and to equip disciples,’ that is, to evangelize unto 

salvation and to equip unto obedience. And I want this to be engraved on, and so, adorn my 

gravestone as a hopefully permanent testimony to my life and an equally permanent 

encouragement, if not exhortation for everyone to embrace this for him or herself!” So long 

as this is a guilty and shameful “rarity,” God’s wake-up call to repentance is inevitable. Such 

“call” is not much different from Christ’s summons to seek first the Kingdom of God and 

his righteousness, asserting that only in this way all other needful things will be liberally and 

generously provided (Mt. 6:33). Gentile-like to focus upon or to be worried about “last things 

first,” whether it is food, drink, health, or anything similar, is ultimately to pursue a life 

“without purpose” which will end up as a “waste.” It is utterly sad to see folks toward the 

end of their lives virtually lose everything what they lived for, their mobility, their health, 

etc., and as a result become despondent, complain easily, experience bitterness, give up on 

everything, wait for death to arrive, and at times commit suicide. Not recognizing that all 

this comes with putting one’s eggs in the basket of this world (Phil. 3:18-19) and failing or 

refusing to embrace Christ’s Double Command as the vibrant center and energizing focus 

of their lives, they do not die like Abraham, satisfied with life (Gen. 25:8), or like Job, full of 

days (Job 42:17). Not just waiting to be welcomed “in the eternal dwellings” (Lk. 16:9) by 

“saved souls” and “advanced holiness,” but also to receive a glorious “Well Done” by our 

Commander-in-Chief (Mt. 25:21), with any shed tears due to a ministry of suffering wiped 

away by Almighty God himself in the bargain (Rev. 7:17)! This is the lot of all those who put 

first things first!              

       To be sure, as image bearers of God in our spirituality, comprising of our heart as our 

mission control center, with its three internal functions of our thinking, willing and feeling, 

its two dimensions of our morality and social interaction, its creative imagination, and its 

two activities of speaking and acting, we must take dominion in our humanity and multiply 

in our sexuality. “Damned,” if we don’t. “No ‘work,’ no ‘food’ (2 Thess. 3:10). Sluggards 

stand roundly condemned (Prov. 26:13-16).4 But, ironically, also “doomed,” if we do take 

 

equipping disciples only, I do not disparage or tone down the injunction of baptism. In such case I simply take this 

injunction for granted as the capstone of our evangelism and the launching pad for our teaching. So, one should feel 

free to read a reference to a two-fold or double command as if it says the three-fold or triple command. The first or 

“outer” as well as the third or “inner” command are meant to be obeyed by all Christians. The second or “center” 

command is reserved for the Church in its “official” capacity. The reference to the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 
radiates “backward” and “forward.”           
3 Since “the making of disciples” comes in the form of an imperative, evangelism is (also) an essential component of 

part of our sanctification! No evangelism? AWOL in a crucial part of our holiness!   
4 Not so incidentally, sluggards in the Kingdom stand equally condemned. “Curse Meroz! It did not come to the help 

of the Lord in battle” (Judg. 5:23). “Cursed is the one who does the Lord’s work negligently” (Jer. 48:10). Both 

pronouncements should have a chilling effect.  
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dominion. We may climb our hills of accomplishment in dominion taking and sexuality. In 

fact, our world is a veritable beehive of activities, if not a powerhouse of accomplishments, 

along the waterfront of life, technologically, economically, politically, educationally, in 

construction, in entertainment, in medicine, in publications, in the arts, you name it.  

       But without “the fear of God” as the source of all meaning and “the law of God” as the 

grid of all meaning (Eccl. 12:13), we come face to face with abject “futility,” that is, with total 

“emptiness,” absolutely “nothing” at the top.5 Except, when we die, we face the terror of the 

Lord (2 Cor. 5:11) in a potentially devastating judgment (Eccl. 12:14). In a word, everything 

apart from God and his Law word is “vanity, total vanity and only vanity” (Eccl. 1:2; 12:8), 

in fact, unmitigated bankruptcy, all possible utopian “wishful” thinking and temporary 

“promising” appearances to the contrary. In fact, it is subjected to futility through 

bankruptcy by order of God himself (Rom. 8:20)! 

       All this is to say that without the infra-structure of the Triple Command of making 

disciples of the Triune God, baptizing them in his Name to identify them once and for all as 

part of hs “army,” and to teach them to obey whatever he commands, the super-structure of 

all dominion-taking and multiplication, which stays in force until the return of our 

Commander-in-Chief, despite all protestations, is “doomed.”6 The countless billions in 

human society who put their eggs in the basket of this world in a billion ways, resemble the 

Israelites who invade the land of Canaan without the presence of God. They perish in their 

endeavor (Num. 14:40-45)! But the godless society that they create is also “damnable.” This 

should impress us equally, if not more so! Such society is portrayed in the Book of Revelation 

as an attractive, bejeweled, and alluring Prostitute that seems to be in total control as a multi-

faceted and unshakable economic powerhouse. It keeps the nations spellbound, is drinking 

the blood of many, including our young people, but is heading for a calamitous and 

destructive finale (Rev. 17-18).  

       How regrettable it is that in the midst of all doomed and damnable human dominion-

taking and sexuality, which are and remain woven in the warp and woof of the history of 

mankind, today’s Church is so slow in recognizing that heartfelt obedience to Christ’s Triple 

Command is “the only thing needful,” both to please God and to forego all human disaster, 

including potentially its own. The godly and compassionate pursuit of this Triple Command 

simply must be the “grand and magnificent obsession” of all Christians, corporately and 

individually and so cover “the waterfront of their lives!”7 But not only what such pursuit 

means and entails, but also how to arrive and implement it, must be or made crystal clear. 

 
5 “The Fear of God” is a sense of awe in the face of the Majesty and Mercy of God, which irresistibly draws us to him 

and makes us seek and cherish the smile of his approval at any price and shun and the frown of his disapproval at any 

cost.  “The Law of God” is the one promulgated by Moses (Ex. 20:1-17), propagated by Jesus in its fullness (Mt. 

5:17b) and written on the heart by the Holy Spirit (Jer. 31:33).  
6 Such as propagated in the recently developed “two-kingdom theory.” See for a critique of this, Willem J. Ouweneel, 

The World is Christ’s: A Critique of Two Kingdoms Theology (Toronto: Ezra Press, 2017).   
7 This is not to overlook, ignore or deny that God has “overwhelmed” his creation with his “kindness,” expressed in 

his innumerable “common graces.” These enrich life and make it livable and often attractive and pleasurable, if not 

exciting. They also put a restraint on sin and render mankind without excuse for not thankfully worshipping the 
benevolent Giver (Rom. 1:18-21). But what seems to be universally missed or neglected that God’s multitudinous 

“common graces” that display the richness of his kindness, are designed to be as many summonses for a doomed and 

damnable world to repent and so to flee from the wrath to come (Rom. 2:4). Not so incidentally, it is the privilege and 

mandate of the Church to mirror the richness of God’s kindness, and to verbalize these summonses to perishing people. 

Woe unto a Church that indulges itself in the mere enjoyment of these “graces,” but fails or refuses to view and utilize 

them as God-ordained and prescribed tools in their (non-existing) evangelistic labors!      
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Both are far from a simple task. Let me at this occasion humbly attempt to cover this 

basically two-fold task. To that end I divide this address in two sections. In the first one I put 

you in a time-capsule, take you with me to the First Century AD, and have you eaves-drop 

on an imaginary conversation on Patmos between the Apostle and two men, Ezra and James, 

inclusive of their wives and children, who came to visit him to ask for and receive his counsel 

in an issue of enormous significance. This will provide us with a depth-perspective on what 

this address is all about. It also serves as a guard against all too hasty decisions and a guide 

to follow a roadmap that leads to a proper course of action. In the second section we have 

returned to the USA and focus on practical steps to implement what we have learned from 

this conversation.  

 

==================================================================== 

 

       “Apostle John,” Ezra speaking, “we, our wives and children, were all members of a 

glorious Church in Thessalonica. Imitating the Apostle Paul, its two-fold evangelistic and 

sanctifying message lit up the seaboard from the North to the South of Greece. Once we 

repented, turned to God, and anticipated the return of Christ with bated breath, we had no 

choice but to be God’s boombox. This was our life, family and all, and was it ever effective 

in winning souls, baptizing them, and advancing holiness (1 Thess. 1:4-10)! But now James 

and I are transferred to Asia Minor and we are traveling there via Patmos to get your 

counsel. Our company allows us to settle in any of the major cities. Which one would you 

recommend?”       

       “Ezra,” the Apostle John speaking, “I recently got an assessment from my Commander-

in-Chief about the seven major Churches that make up the Asia-Minor Presbytery8 and were 

under my ‘oversight.’ What a humbling eye-opener! Frankly, to my shame I was not even 

aware of wat was going on. Right now, I have concluded the transcription of this assessment 

in seven letters, together with many other observations. But to answer your question, frankly, 

I could not possibly recommend Ephesus. Admirably ‘hot on doctrine,’ alright. But, oh, their 

burning initial love, they clearly let it burn itself out. It is nowhere to be found. Shame on 

them. So, this Church may soon be extinct, apart from wholesale repentance. Pergamum? 

Yes, their love and their perseverance are awesome in the face of Satanic forces. But they are 

hamstringing themselves. The influence of Balaam has crept in. Idolatry and fornication are 

rampant. Incredible. Christ’s sword is about to strike them. How about Thyatira? Quite 

similar! Its members are powerful Kingdom workers, alright. But a woman is controlling 

their situation. She recommends sexual immorality and idolatry. Can you believe it? How 

about Sardis? Well, it has an excellent reputation. But it is not really ‘God-focused’ in its 

ministry ‘programs.’ In fact, apart from a few it is dead as a doornail. Finally, Laodicea? 

Terrible trouble as well. It is not ‘Christ-rooted’ in its sanctification. It has no clue of what I 

recorded in John 15, where Jesus tells us that without him we can do absolutely ‘nothing,’ 

nor of what Paul wrote in Romans 7, which shows that this ‘nothingness’ is due to our 

perennial ‘wretchedness.’ It can and will be ‘spat out’ at any time, without repentance. So, 

my only advice I can give you is to settle half-time in Smyrna and half-time in Philadelphia. 

You will have the best of both worlds (Rev. 2:1-3:22). Candidly, I mention all this to guard 

you against making a decision that you will come to regret, but also to guide you in the right 

direction.” 

 
8 A non-Presbyterian may substitute for this “district,” “diocese” or some similar territorial designation.   
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       “But, Apostle John,” James enters the conversation, “Philadelphia, I can understand, it 

spells threatening circumstances, facing ‘the Synagogue of Satan,’ but also awesome 

conversions. But Smyrna means ‘persecution’ and possible ‘death,’ also for our wives and 

children. Please, enlighten me on this.” “I will be glad to do so,” John retorts, “Jesus laid 

down the ground rule. ‘Unless a seed dies, it will not produce fruit. But when it does, it brings 

forth much fruit.’ I recorded this in my Gospel (John 12:24). And on the evening of his 

resurrection he told us for all practical purposes, ‘as the Father sent me to my death to 

produce fruit, so I send you to your death to do the same’ (John 20:21). Frankly, I would like 

to pass this on to all the Evangelists, Pastor-Teachers and Deacons in the Church. Hoping 

and praying that they convey this in no uncertain terms to all the parents under their 

jurisdiction, and that these parents pass it on to their children. At any rate, as you now well 

know, all my fellow apostles died a violent death. I am the only one left and had, and still 

have, my joyful share of suffering on Patmos (Acts 5:41). So, here is the bottom line. Unless 

you are eager to die like Stephen (Acts 7:51-60), you will never have the fruit of Peter, 3000 

conversions in one day (Acts 2:41) and many more to follow, 5000 (Acts 4:4), as many as 

25,000 (Acts 6:1, 7). Besides, do you remember the persecution that seemed to blow the 

Church apart after Stephen’s martyrdom? It sent folks everywhere and a thriving Church 

in Antioch was the outcome (Acts 8:1; 11;19-26). So, be happy if you, your wife, and your 

children are under the gun, and ecstatic, if God turns you all into martyrs for his sake! Is not 

this what Paul is after, when he tells us, ‘I want to know Christ as well the power of the 

resurrection (the Holy Spirit) to snuggle up to suffering and even death to populate the 

Kingdom’ (Phil. 3:10)? And, for good measure, did he not write to you in Thessalonica in his 

Second Epistle that he was ‘proud of you for your perseverance and faith in the midst of 

your persecutions and your afflictions which you joyfully endured’” (2 Thess. 1:4)?  

       “But frankly,” John continued, “this is only half of the story. The Philadelphia dimension 

rounds it all off. Painstaking honesty in absorbing every word that proceeds from the mouth 

of God, and unconditional submission to everything that makes up this word, from Genesis 

all the way to Revelation, which I just completed. That word must be treasured in your heart 

so as not to sin against God (Ps. 119:11)! This was also what Jesus told some of my 

countrymen who made a profession of faith, ‘a mere profession is not enough. If you really 

want to be my disciples, you continue daily in my Word to set you free from the jail-cells of 

your daily sins.’ The aftermath was awful. I won’t go into detail. But they did not ‘get it.’ 

Finally, they sought to kill him (John 8:59). To my sorrow, five of my Presbytery Churches 

don’t seem to quite “get it” either. Basically, our Commander-in-Chief before whom I fell 

down as a dead man, tells us in his seven Letters, “It is all or nothing.” Of course, as I wrote 

in one of my Epistles, this is not to imply that believers can or will be sinless (1 John 1:8). But 

it is emphatically to say that it goes against the grain of God’s born-again saints to sin (1 

John 3:9). They will seek to avoid it like the plague. And if their hearts ever condemn them 

of sins of commission or omission through the work of the Holy Spirit, they take an 

immediate beeline to that same Spirit to make amends in order once again to experience the 

smile of God (1 John 3:19-24).     

       “Thank you, Apostle John,” Ezra enters the spotlight again, “your statements are crystal 

clear. But can you tell us how all this works out in concrete terms? “Suffering,” “Sticking to 

the Word without reservation?” “Yes, my two brothers, let us turn to brass tacks. Sit down 

and relax. We go on a safari, and that takes time! Jesus told us that when he was on earth, 

he did not tell all there was to be told. It would overwhelm his ‘Twelve.’ They could not bear 
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it. As you know I recorded this as well. But the Holy Spirit would make sure that the whole 

Message would eventually be available. There would be a Paul, a James, a Peter, a Jude, as 

well as a John, me, to complete the Message and put it in writing (John 16:12-15). Well, with 

me as the last remaining of the Apostles, upon whom Jesus breathed the Holy Spirit (John 

20:22), having produced the final installment, this Message is now fully available. So, let me 

summarize what I glean from all the components of the now finished canon as the sole 

standard of all faith and practice! In a word, here is my ‘Systematic Theology’ in answer to 

your request for godly counsel.”  

       “First of all, we are called upon ‘to fill up what is lacking in the suffering of Christ’ (Col. 

1:24) in the hot pursuit of the Grand Triple Command of our Commander-in-Chief. Of 

course, this is not the suffering of propitiation, the removal of the wrath of God (Rom. 3:25). 

This was the prerogative of our Savior when he experienced this wrath specifically during 

the three hours of darkness at the time of his crucifixion. It is the suffering of propagation if 

you wish! It starts with self-denial as a perennial component of your life, will meet at times 

with scathing opposition and painful rejection, and may be crowned with martyrdom. Praise 

God. Well, in all this we are God’s plan A. Christ suffered and died for us. Now we suffer 

and die for him. There simply is no plan B. Refusal to suffer and die in the ever-ongoing 

battle spells AWOL and will lead to execution sooner or later. But the embrace of both spells 

victory through perennial, exhausting, and at times heart-rending battle. One of God’s 

servants made this clear to me when I uncontrollably wept about the absence of anyone to 

open the sealed Book of the History of this bankrupt World, despairing that it could not and 

would not be bailed out, and would not and could not continue to exist. But my tears turned 

into joy, when I was shown the Lion-Lamb who fiercely battled his way to victory via his 

cross and resurrection to produce a world-wide Church.  

       Frankly, at that moment I saw the sole purpose of this bankrupt world for the first time. 

As the Lion-Lamb, the King-Priest, our Lord turned it into the ‘breeding ground’ for new 

Christians (Rev. 5:1-9). Without this objective the present bankrupt world would have been 

terminated long ago. After all, who would wish to prolong a bankrupt situation? But what 

dawned upon me at the same time as well was the sole purpose of the Church, populated by 

“king-priests” (Rev. 5:10), or ‘lion-lambs’ (lower case), namely, to turn this bankrupt world 

into their “fishing ground,” empowered by the Holy Spirit (Rev. 5:6). So, the Church has a 

never-ending battle on its hand. It is the militia Dei, the Army of God, with only one purpose. 

Do the “greater works,” greater than Jesus did himself, that is to win souls and advance their 

holiness (Rom. 1:5; 15:16; 16:22), and do not cease to pray urgently to that two-fold end 

(Sorry to quote myself again, John 14:12-14). So, win souls and gain holiness to the glory of 

God. This is “the only thing needful” by Christ’s incontestable fiat! Therefore the Church 

better act as God’s soldiering Army. AWOL soldiers, whether in whole or in part, are ripe 

for execution by the ‘sword’ of the Commander-in-Chief coming out of his mouth, if or 

Lord’s Letters to the Asia-Minor Presbytery mean anything. He tells every one of the seven 

Churches to be “conquerors.” This spells perennial and perpetual “warzone” in one way or 

another. In addition, he tells five of them, ‘conquer, or else my patience will run out.’ Given 

this pattern, the number of extinct churches may well turn out to be innumerable.9 Of course, 

you may ask how this necessary conquest plays out in detail? Let me enlighten you.” 

 
9 How prophetic a statement when we look at the history of the Middle East, Europe as well as the USA. 35000 

Churches closed down in th USA in the last decade. 
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       “The Church is and must be a well-organized army to face Satan in a God-instituted 

state of perennial war. He is an extremely powerful and wily opponent. He resembles an 

“octopus.’ An octopus is capable of complex and flexible behavior. So is Satan. It explores, 

understands, and remembers its environment and the behavior of other living creatures. So 

does Satan. It can mimic them. So can Satan. It learns by observation. So does Satan. It solves 

problems and uses tools to do so. So does Satan. It constructs fortresses around its lair. So 

does Satan. It hides in plain sight by matching colors, patterns, and textures of its 

surroundings to go unnoticed. So does Satan. It is venomous. So is Satan. When discovered, 

it can release black ink to get away. So can Satan. It can jet forward to attack. So can Satan. 

It can hide and go unnoticed in small cracks and crevices. So can Satan. It has four pairs of 

arms and three hearts, two to pump blood through the arms and one through the body. 

Looks like Satan. It has one main brain as well as brains in all the arms. So, each one has the 

necessary intelligence to attack. At the same time, the octopus can lose arms to grow them 

back again. Looks like Satan again. No wonder that he is called a roaring lion (1 Pet. 5:8).  

       To combat him effectively God has organized his Army in an amazing manner. The 

Church has three leaders, if you wish, ‘captains,’ under its Commander, to implement his 

all-embracing Three-fold Marching Order. Evangelists spearhead “the making of disciples.” 

Following their baptism, pastors-teachers, then, also called elders or overseers,10 take charge 

of instructing them to obey (!) whatever the Commander enjoins or forbids. Deacons are the 

quartermasters who provide all the logistics to facilitate the Ministries of both Evangelists 

and Pastor-Teachers. I know full well that Paul (Eph. 4:11) starts with Apostles and 

Prophets. After all, at the time he wrote this, they were still operational. With me, however, 

the ‘foundation’ of God’s Infallible Word is complete (Eph. 2:20) and ‘the Gospel’ is known 

in full (Eph. 3:5). So, with me, the last of the Apostles, the Apostolic and Prophetic ministries 

cease.11 But let no one question the remaining three Offices. The Office of Evangelist rests 

on three incontestable pillars (Eph. 4:11; Acts 21:8; and 2 Tim. 4:5). The Office of Pastor-

 
10 A careful examination of all the pertinent biblical data, such as Acts 14:23; 20:17, 28; Eph. 4:11d; 1 Tim. 3:1-2; Tit.  

1:5, 7; Jam 5:14; 1 Pet. 5:1-2), does (and should!) lead to the conclusion that the office of pastor-teacher, elder, 

overseer (bishop) as well as the duties assigned to them fully overlap each other. In fact, the terms are fully 

interchangeable, the office is one, and the duties are the same! See the compelling argumentation to this effect by 

Alexander Strauch, Ministry of Mercy: The New Testament Deacon  (Littleton, CO: Lewis and Roth, Publishers), 
1992, 60-68, as well as Jeramie Rinnie Church Elders, esp. 16, 32-34, 73, 86-87, based upon a careful comparison of 

the pertinent passages that have been mentioned already. An even more extensive and incisive argumentation can be 

found in Samuel E. Waldron, e.a., In Defense of Parity: A Presentation of the Parity or Equality of Elders in the New 

Testament (Grand Rapids: Truth For Eternity Ministries, 1997). All this does not exclude, of course, that some 

“elders,” etc., may be more gifted, more effective, and therefore more “used” and “useful” than others (1 Tim. 5:17). 
11 This is to say the Apostolic and Prophetic ministries with a capital “A and a capital “P.” No one today has the Holy 

Spirit breathed upon him or are verbatim told by God to proclaim and publish his infallible and inerrant Word. Of 

course, there are still “apostles” and “prophets” with a lower case “a” and “p.” They are folks sent on a mission and 

promulgating the written Word. From this perspective everyone is an “apostle” and a “prophet.” The present-day view 

that insists on the perennial continuation of the so-called “five-fold” ministry is untenable. The Greek text of Eph. 

4:11 only distinguishes four categories. Further, the diaconal ministry (Phil.1:1) is invariably overlooked or ignored. 

But beyond this, it is fraught with actual or potential danger. The claim to be on a par with the Apostles upon whom 
our Lord breathed the Spirit so as to produce God’s infallible Word or with the Prophets who received an authoritative 

message from God himself, sooner or later will end up with a Church under a man or men. Sooner or later their words 

would no longer be a matter of delegated and ministerial service, answerable to the standard of God’s written Word. 

Instead, they would come with original and magisterial authority and thereby jeopardize the sufficiency of Scripture. 

Jesus breathed the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles so that their Apostolic words would be spotless (John 20:22-23). No 

one today can, may, or ever should make this claim!      



9 

 

Teacher (elder or overseer) is mentioned numerous times (Eph. 4:11; Phil. 1:1; 1 Tim. 3:1). 

The Office of Deacon is attested to in two places (Phil. 1:1; 1 Tim. 3:8). The burden of proof 

is upon those who deny the permanence of any of the three Offices mentioned. They either 

supply it or must repent. Too much is at stake. It is unconscionable to celebrate the three 

ministry arms of the Church, but to overlook, ignore, reject, or oppose God’s provision for 

leadership in anyone of them. Does it even make sense to have the Pastor-Teacher head up 

the Speaking Arm of the Church and the Deacon the Serving Arm, while refusing to embrace 

and cherish the Evangelist whom God has given as the spear point of the Evangelism Arm?12 

      To take the next step, the three leaders must not only do their own “thing.” Proclaiming 

the Gospel, Speaking the Word, and Handling a War Chest of provisions! They must also 

equip and certify all Church members in all three areas as soldiers in Christ’s army to 

evangelize, to convey the word and to serve.  And to ensure that they have the heart to do so, 

with an unbearable burden for souls, for holiness, and for plugging holes of service! That 

this is a mammoth task, which requires (cheerful) suffering on the part of everybody to get 

it done is undeniable on the face of it. At any rate, to be successful they must have a clear 

view of what the Gospel is, what the Word is, and what Service is.  

       The Gospel is the threefold substance of the New Covenant, consisting of regeneration, 

justification, and sanctification. This is held out in prospect by the Father (Ezek. 36:25-27), 

as the New Covenant promised. It is produced by the Son, as the New Covenant personified 

(Is. 42:6; 49:8). And it is transported by the Holy Spirit, as the New Covenant personalized 

(Is. 59:21). It has two dimensions, definitive and progressive. The threefold definitive Gospel 

is for wretched sinners, who saddled themselves in the Garden with a rebel heart that 

resembles a ‘cobra’ (Ps. 58:4), a guilty past that resembles ‘dung’ (Phil. 3:8) and a polluted 

life that resembles ‘poison’ (Rom. 3:13; Jam. 3:8). The Father promised to eliminate these 

‘three strikes’ against them, and to replace them with a new heart, a cleansed past, and a 

godly life. Further, the Son killed the ‘cobra’ heart on the cross (Rom. 6:6), washed the ‘dung' 

past with his blood (1 Pet. 1:18-19), and removed the ‘poisonous’ life in his death (Heb. 

10:10), and through the resurrection he replaced them with his heart (1 Pet. 1:3), his 

righteousness (2 Cor. 5:21) and his holiness (1 Cor. 1:30; Hebr. 10:14). This is a package 

deal. In sum, no one can say, ‘Jesus died for me’ (2 Cor. 5:21), who cannot say at the same 

time, ‘I died with Jesus’ (Rom. 6:6) and ‘As he lives I me, I live through faith in him’ (Gal. 

2:20). Finally, the Holy Spirit implants Jesus’ heart (John 3:5) through the Gospel (1 Pet. 

1:23) with repentance and faith as evidence, seals the imputed righteousness of Jesus by his 

indwelling (Eph. 1:13-14), and implements Jesus’ holiness of Jesus through the ministry of 

the Church (Acts 2:42; see also Rom. 15:16).13 Let me emphasize it once again, ‘Always 

remember that it is a package deal!’ Furthermore, the threefold progressive Gospel is for 

 
12 We cannot even look at the shoelaces of either John Calvin or John Owen. They are God’s giants. But when they 

reject the permanence of the Office of Evangelist, we must humbly part company. God promises an “Abraham’s Tank” 

to enter and bless the nations (Gen. 12:3b). This “Tank,” with lots of Holy Spirit fire power, was assembled on the 

Day of Pentecost. To deny the perpetuity of Christ’s gift of Evangelists (plural) is tantamount to breaking off its barrel.   
13 A Church that meets the standard of God’s Word is graced with One Twofold Mark, filled with the Word (Col. 

3:16) and filled with the Spirit (Eph. 5:18). As such, it has two branches, an Active and an Effective branch, each with 
four prongs. The Activities are “Teaching, Fellowship, the Lord Supper and Prayer (Acts 2:42). This is, in the power 

of the Holy Spirit, the Church sets forth the Word, shares the Word, shows the Word, and sets the Word in Motion. 

These are means of grace. To produce Effects the Church uses the Word in the power of the Spirit to equip Disciples 

(Mt. 28:20), to exercise Discipline (Mt. 18:15-18; Acts 5:1-11), to grow in Numbers (Acts 6:7), and to withstand 

Opposition (Rev. 12:11). All this enlarges on the so-called three Marks of the Reformation. This teaching is 

undoubtedly correct, but it is more anti-Roman Catholic in nature than fully Biblical in content. 
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‘wretched saints.’ For those who are embracing the Word (John 8:31-32) and treasure it in 

their heart (Ps. 119:11), it supplies daily repentance, daily forgiveness, and daily holiness, as 

the ever needed and continuing outflow of the three definitive graces.  

       This Word is threefold as well. First, the OT is the Book of God the Father, the Gospels 

the Book of God the Son, and Acts and onwards the Book of the Holy Spirit.14 Face to face 

with the Father in the OT we are overwhelmed with the sum-total of his perfections, starting 

with his triple holiness (Is. 6:3). This is reflected in his Law. What stands out, is his wrath 

upon disobedience, which comes to near-overwhelming expression in the Expulsion from 

Paradise, the Worldwide Flood, the Near-Execution of Moses, the Annihilation of the 

Canaanites,  Death by fire, poisonous snakes, stoning, the Murderous Oppression by Israel’s 

enemies in the time of the Judges and the Kings, the Destruction of Jerusalem, including the 

Temple, culminating in the devastating Exile, which took everyone’s breath away (Deut. 

29:24). So, Ezra and James, there is every reason for you, your families and for everyone else 

to “tremble at every Word” that proceeds from his mouth (Is. 66:2). This includes Genesis 

1, 2, and 3 which portray our God as speaking the Universe into existence (Ps. 33:6) as well 

as the horror of the original sin with its rebellion, guilt and pollution. All mankind 

participated in it,15 which precipitated the near incessant outpourings of God’s ‘intense 

anger’ (Deut. 29:20), and should make us cry out for regeneration, justification, and 

sanctification as a matter of life and death (Acts 2:21; Rom. 10:13).16 On the other hand, 

what equally stands out is the equally overwhelming display of God’s merciful grace to that 

end in the progressive disclosure of both Jesus as the producer of these three solutions and 

the Holy Spirit as their transporter, until in due time they literally would burst upon the 

scene. No wonder that Jesus could point out to the Pharisees that the OT frequently 

witnessed of him (John 5:39), and therefore could go into much detail to show this to Cleopas 

and his friend on the way to Emmaus. This made their hearts burn, with his doubtless 

references to ‘the Seed of the Woman who would crush the head of Satan’ (Gen. 3:15), to 

‘the Sacrificial System that foreshadowed him’ (Lev. 1-7), to ‘the Prophet whom Moses 

announced’ (Deut. 18:18), to ‘the Seed of David’ (Ps. 89:35-37), to ‘the Governing Son’ (Is. 

9:6-7), to ‘the Man of Sorrows’ (Is. 53:1-12), to ‘the Messenger of the Covenant’ (Mal. 3:1), 

etc., etc.17 Of course, he could have done something similar in the case of the Holy Spirit 

 
14 This, not so incidentally, is the traditional Reformed view, as expressed and communicated by Herman Bavinck, 
Gereformeeerde Dogmatiek (Kampen: J. H. Kok, 1928), II, 287; Eng. Tr., Reformed Dogmatics (Grand Rapids: Baker 

Academic, 2004), II, 320, “Just as in the ontological Trinity the Father is the first in the order of subsistence, the Son 

the second, the Holy Spirit the third, so also in the history of revelation the Father preceded the Son, and the Son in 

turn preceded the Holy Spirit. The “economy” of the Father was especially that of the Old Testament (Heb. 1:1); the 

“economy” of the Son started with the incarnation; and the “economy” of the Holy Spirit began on the Day of Pentecost 

(John 7:39; 14:16-17). The Father came without having been sent, the Son came after being sent by the Father (Matt. 

10:40; Mark 9:37; Luke 9:48; John 3:16; 5:23, 30, 37; 6:28ff; etc.), and the Holy Spirit only came because he was sent 

both by the Father and the Son (John 14:26; 16:7).” 
15 Rom. 5:12. In the context of Rom. 5:12-14, 12b clearly emphasizes mankind’s “participation” in Adam’s sin!  
16 It may well be that all aberrations in the interpretations of Scripture and the ensuing heterodox or heretical faith and 

practice originate in the failure or refusal prayerfully and humbly to “tremble at God’s Word” (Is. 66:2, 5) with one’s 

wide open!  
17 Let me emphasize in this context that John 5:39 and Luke 24:27 are often, if not usually misquoted with deleterious 

consequences. Sure, Jesus tells the Pharisees that the Scriptures of the OT testify of him (John 5:39)! He, further, points 

two of his disciples to a vast array of passages in all the Scriptures of the OT that pertain to him (Lk. 24:27). But John 

5:39 does not tell us that the Scriptures of the OT exclusively testify of him. Neither does Lk. 24:27 convey that all of 

the Scriptures of the OT, without exception, pertain to him. This goes against the Reformed tradition, and for all 
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(Prov. 1:23; Is. 32:15; 44:3; 59:21; Ezek. 36:27; 37;14; Joel 3:28, et., etc.). But the OT is and 

remains the Book of the Father which displays his fullness. It is this fullness that is embodied 

in the Son (John 1:18; 16:15; Col. 2:9) and transported by the Spirit (John 16:12-15, esp. 15). 

When one fails to see that fullness, the commands, the promises, the wrath, the mercy, etc., 

etc., etc., one cannot possibly see the fullness of the Son or the Spirit. After all, it is the fullness 

of the Father that is embodied in the Incarnate Son (John 14:8-9) and implemented by the 

outpoured Spirit. Who wishes to end up with a ‘truncated’ Son and a ‘truncated’ Spirit? The 

bottom line? Honor every single text of the OT to the full. Painstakingly seek to interpret and 

understand its content in a grammatical-historical fashion. Subsequently deposit this content 

in the Son and in the Spirit. Then, by embracing both, the fullness of the Father will be 

reflected in the ‘embracer!’ Second, as I mentioned, Christ burst upon the scene in the 

Gospels. So, they are the book of God the Son with the ‘production’ climax of his cross, where 

the wicked heart, past and life of sinners are exterminated, and the resurrection where Jesus’ 

heart, righteousness and holiness emerge as the threefold solution, by which they are re-

originated as ‘new creations’ (2 Cor. 5:17). Third, Acts and the rest of the NT are the Book 

of the Holy Spirit poured out at Pentecost to transport what the Father promised and the 

Son produced. They detail all the manifold intricacies, the ins and outs of what he transports, 

how he does this, and to what end. In short, some sections of Scripture are Father-specific, 

others Son-specific, and again others Spirit-specific, but always within the broad Trinitarian 

context. Just as all sections are topic-specific, but in the broad covenantal context, whether 

of the Old or the New Covenant.   

       Service covers the logistics for the leaders full-time to concentrate upon and pursue the 

duties of their office. But there is a second dimension. It is also responsible to meet the needs 

of the membership. As such it has a threefold prong with a threefold purpose. It shares, 

organization, skills, funds, time, etc. with individual members wherever needed (Rom. 

12:8b). It cares for them when there is impairment or woundedness (Rom. 12:8c). It shows 

 

practical purposes vitiates the nature of the OT in fundamental manner, whether consciously and intentionally or not. 

The OT is and remains the Book of the Father, be it throughout and progressively with references to Christ and the 

Spirit, as the radical and total bankruptcy of all mankind (the Flood) and all of Israel (the Exile) made this necessary 

to ensure the “bail-out” of both mankind in general and Israel in particular to the glory of the Triune God. In short, 

the OT is not the Book of the Son or of the Spirit. This means concretely that one does not and should not seek to find 
Christ (or the Spirit) in every individual text. This is increasingly recognized as a frustrating impossibility. I have been 

told that a Seminary made an assignment in a Homiletics Class for the students to find Christ in texts, such as Deut. 

14:21c. Someone called this an attempt to “unveil a depiction of Christ by mysterious alchemies and typology.” 

Instead, face to face with the fullness of the Father as presented in the OT from Genesis to Malachi, one trembles (Is. 

66:2b) and starts out by establishing the full grammatical-historical meaning of the text, inclusive of the action required 

by it (application). Subsequently one continues by “depositing” these results in Christ and the Spirit. By embracing 

both in repentance (where necessary) and faith (always necessary), the Father’s fullness will then become flesh and 

blood for and in the “embracer,” who consequently displays all the positives that the text requires and shuns all the 

negatives that the text condemns. In short, Christ does not come out of the text. Instead the text comes out of Christ. 

It stands to reason that to miss the textual fullness of the Father as embodied in the Son (John 1:14, 18; 14:8-9; Col. 

2:9) and transported by the Holy Spirit (John 16:15), is to end up with a less than full, if not a truncated (or even 

anemic ?) Christ and an equally truncated Spirit, all protestations to the contrary. That this would adversely affect the 
Church stands to equal (grim) reason. The truncation and anemia?) is simply passed on. It would result in a reality 

that must cause deep spiritual pain, should be bemoaned, and calls for an immediate reversal of an unacceptable type 

of homiletics before it turns into an ingrained tradition that would be difficult to dislodge. For further details how to 

convey the content of a text as a preaching unit so as to end up with the fullness of the Father, see Henry Krabbendam, 

“Hermeneutics and Preaching,” in Samuel T. Logan, Jr., The Preacher and Preaching: Reviving the Art (Philipsburg, 

NJ: Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing Company, 1986).     
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mercy in terminal cases when it is clear, that they are not going to make it without it (Rom. 

12:8d). Further, it does not simply aim at making them self-sustaining (again).18 Nor merely 

to have them enjoy the shalom of the church.19 No, it provides the necessary R&R to return 

them to active Army service in the making and teaching of disciples.20  

       “But you may well ask how the Church leaders should go about equipping and certifying 

its membership? Well, put together a short Manual in each of these areas, hand it out to all 

its members, discuss it for 1/3 of the time allotted for this process, until everyone has 

absorbed it. Subsequently, for the remaining 2/3, model the way to evangelize, to speak and 

to serve five times or more in concrete situations, and then observe the trainees five times or 

more, “as they get their feet wet” until they are all able and comfortable to obey the 

Commander-in-Chief in each area.21 That all this may resemble climbing a ‘Mt. Everest’ is 

immediately granted. It spells self-denial and follows in the footsteps of Paul’s joyful 

suffering and death to self. But with the oxygen pack of Jesus and the Spirit strapped on 

one’s back, one can (and must) arrive at the ‘summit’ to put the Army in battle gear, battle 

array, and battle readiness. Refusal to be on the move and start climbing, ironically, must 

have produced the Asia-Minor Presbytery. Frankly, who wants to end up there? Only those 

who prove to be ‘lovers of self’ (2 Tim. 3:2). How I recall the impact of Jesus’ words when 

he told us to deny ourselves, take up his cross and so to follow him. “Whoever wishes to save 

his life will lose it. But whoever loses his life for my sake and the Gospel’s will save it” (Mk. 

8:34-35). All ‘self-love’ is and must be banished, if not uprooted!       

       But, Ezra and James, there are three final things to remember.  

       First, the Church is the only supernatural structure in society. So, it is more fundamental 

and significant than any other societal structure, including even the family. When the 

Church deteriorates, so does the family structure. But the Church also depends upon the 

family to disseminate its truth daily to all its members (Deut. 6:7). So, without strong families 

the Church will soon flounder as well. Therefore, begin with equipping and certifying the 

fathers and the mothers to evangelize, speak the Word to, and provide logistics for their 

children, first, for their sakes but then also as a training ground eventually to move out and 

about. In fact, steadfastly refuse to marry any couple unless and until it demonstrates that it 

is up to this threefold task. Tell it to come back as equipped soldiers, if necessary, in a year 

or so. This may not be too popular, but it will prevent families as well as Churches to fall 

apart, whether in the short or long run.  

       Second, once the membership is equipped and mobilized, organize opportunities for it 

to be regularly engaged in all three areas. In this way, “spiritual giftedness” in one of these 

areas will emerge. Each believer is given one specific gift (1 Pet. 4:10a). Evangelistic 

giftedness (Mt. 4:19), speaking giftedness (1 Pet. 4:11a) or Serving giftedness (1 Pet. 4:11b). 

Paul, furthermore, divides speaking giftedness (Rom. 12:6b) in “teaching” (Rom. 12:7b) and 

 
18 This is by and large the focus of all the handbooks on Diaconal Ministry. See Timothy J. Keller, The Ministries of 

Mercy: The Call of the Jericho Road (Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R Publishing Company, 2015); Randy Nabors, Merciful 

(North Charleston: CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform, 2015). 
19 This has recently been recommended by Cornelis Van Dam, The Deacon: The Biblical Roots and the Ministry of 
Mercy Today (Grand Rapids: Christian Heritage Books, 2016).  
20 This is universally overlooked. But it is a perfect fit with the rest of Scripture. 
21 In one of my Conferences I once asked a young man the following question. “If you would become a member of a 

Church where I served as a Co-leader, and I would ask you where you desired to start in the Church’s equipping and 

certifying ministry, Evangelism, Speaking the Word, or Service?” Bright-eyed, he responded, “IN ALL THREE!” 

This had Holy Spirit Revival quality stamped upon it! 
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“exhorting” (Rom. 12:8a) giftedness, and serving giftedness (Rom. 12:7a) in sharing (Rom. 

12:8a), caring (Rom. 12:8b) and showing mercy (Rom. 12:8c) giftedness. The genius of this 

Holy Spirit giftedness is that it makes the recipients “unstoppable.” With this the Church 

Army is set to move out without any AWOL soldiers. In sum, the threefold leadership equips 

and certifies the total membership in all three areas of its Church’s ministry. This soon 

blossoms out in an unstoppable threefold giftedness. This is to say, from a functional 

leadership to a functional membership to a functional giftedness. Functional giftedness is 

pivotal for the Church. Those who qualify can be ordained and installed as leaders in the 

area that corresponds with their giftedness. So, from operational leadership to operational 

membership to operational giftedness to operational leadership. At the same time, the leader-

captains can and must use the giftedness-lieutenants to help equip and certify the 

membership in all three areas and monitor them until the giftedness emerges, which 

translates in an unstoppable Church. For such Church, but only for a Church of that caliber, 

the gates of hell are no match (Mt. 16:18)! This may be a mouthful, Ezra, but it introduces 

my next and final point.  

       I had to recognize, and so should you, that the Asia-Minor Presbytery is not in a good 

enough shape. In fact, I agonize about this. Only two, only two of the seven Churches receive 

a clean bill of health. I am an old man, saw the awesome Holy Spirit explosion in Jerusalem 

and the spontaneous Holy Spirit expansion of the Church in Antioch with its enormous 

numbers of daily conversions and the godliness that went along with this. Folks flocked into 

the assemblies, fellowshipped daily, sold their property to meet needs (Acts 2:42-47; 11:19-

26), and could not stop talking about Jesus (Mal. 3:16; Acts 4:31)! I simply had to come to 

the conclusion that Smyrna and Philadelphia may well be the “left-overs” of a past that was 

so glorious that no words can describe it. Even if you settle half-time in both these cities, 

please, tearfully pray your heart out with me (Rom. 15:30) for God to return the Jerusalem 

and Antioch times to the total Presbytery. Those were Revival Times. Of course, it started 

with the mighty Outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Grieve him (Eph. 4:30), quench him (1 Thess. 

5:19), insult him (Hebr. 10:29), merely by neglecting him or by opting for ungodly conduct 

patterns, and those times disappear. This combines guilt and shame. But be full of him and 

his power, and it will result in the awesome twelve Revival marks that we saw and 

experienced at and following Pentecost, mighty Holy Spirit presence, mighty prayer, mighty 

preaching, mighty conversions, mighty assemblies, mighty holiness, mighty generosity, 

mighty evangelism, under mighty leaders in mighty combat and mighty pursuit of the Triple 

Command of our Commander-in-Chief. God can hardly entrust baby-Christians to 

Churches that do not display these Revival marks. Only in them will they be properly cared 

for! Yes, we suffered. We were all beaten. Stephen was stoned to death, and James, also one 

of us, was executed. But we went from door to door (Acts 5:42) and filled Jerusalem (Acts 

5:28) with the name of Jesus, and was that ever effective. Soon the Church numbered up to 

25,000 believers (Acts 6:7). Those were heady days. We set the tone and were in virtual 

control of society. When Satanic forces could not stand this, and trained their persecution 

guns on them, they were dispersed throughout the region, even if they did not dare touch us 

as Apostles (Acts 8:1). But our Lord, as the Extra-Ordinary Strategist (Is. 9:6),22 knew 

exactly what he was doing. The dispersed believers were his spontaneous foot soldiers. From 

the very moment of their heart transplant in rebirth they were sent on an errand. They were 

 
22 According to the NET Bible, this is an army term in the original Hebrew, and therefore a better translation than 

“wonderful counselor.”  
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created to be Christ’s boombox, and Spirit-filled they spontaneously served as such. Yes, to 

be filled with the Spirit is to speak the Word of God with boldness (Acts 4:31). Failure to do 

the latter indicates at the least an ‘ebb-tide’ in the former, and possibly much worse. At any 

rate, it is rather astounding that they were not depressed by their refugee status. They 

decided to talk up their Commander-in-Chief before they looked for a job. After all, he was 

their life and as such infinitely more important than their livelihood. Soon a mighty Church 

was planted in Antioch. Multiple conversions. Candidly, when we heard this in Jerusalem, 

we immediately sent Barnabas, and he recruited Paul. Then it mushroomed even more. 

Church Members and Church Leaders together quickly displayed all the marks of a Revival 

Church.23  

       “Ezra and James, wherever you settle down, as I wrote in John 7:37-39, remember that 

these twelve marks will and can be found in any Church that wholeheartedly thirsts after 

Jesus (in repentance), unreservedly comes to Jesus (in faith), and passionately drinks in Jesus 

(in prayer). Holy Spirit torrents of living water will start to flow through it and push back 

the spiritual desert that marks this bankrupt world. Frankly, these torrents were never 

meant to turn into trickles. This means that they are the perennial standard by which every 

Church will be measured. Withstand anyone in the face who questions this. Of course, when 

Revival fires are burning, we clearly have only God to thank in his sovereign grace. But when 

they are not, we only have ourselves to blame in our deficient responsibility. This means that 

only repentance can attain or regain Revival status. But listening to the “roaring voice” of 

our Commander-in-Chief in the letters that he commanded me to write, repentance appears 

to be a rare commodity in the present Asia-Minor Presbytery. It breaks my heart! 

       “This is it, my dear brothers. Thank you for stopping by. I don’t get many visitors. But 

let me conclude that the sum and substance of what I shared with you to ensure a future that 

receives our Commander’s smile of approval is encapsulated in the word “disciple.” All 

 
23 For the “human conditions” that were present and conducive for the rapid Church plant in Antioch, see Roland 

Allen, The Spontaneous Expansion of the Church and the Causes which Hinder it (Yuma, AZ: Jawbone Digital, 2018); 

and from the same author, Missionary Methods, St. Paul’s or Ours (1962). See specifically Roland Allen, The Ministry 

of the Spirit: Selected Writings of Roland Allen (Eugene, OR: Wipf and Stock, Publishers, 2011), 65-85, esp. 77-79, 

81-83, for the following quotation, and his explanation of it, “Canon Gairdner declared that we shall never win Islam 

(at any rate), nor even attract it preliminarily until we get this primitive ideal (that is every Christian a missionary) 

right back into the consciousness of the church, pervading and permeating all its members individually and 
collectively.” He argues persuasively that all inter-ecclesiastical groupings, such as “monasteries” and “missionary 

societies” that siphon off “the cream of the crop” for their purposes remove “the (life-promoting) leaven from the 

(ecclesiastical) lump,” which thereby often becomes irremediable. Although organized by “good men who despaired 

of the Church” and either “sought an escape from the dangers and tumults and toils of an unchristian Christian society” 

(monasteries) or could no longer stand the apathy and anemia “of a non-missionary Church” (missionary societies) 

they are in the long run counterproductive, regardless their initial and often continuing influence. That he would apply 

the same principles to and put the same question marks behind para-ecclesiastical organizations is self-evident. But 

more about this below. At any rate, in Revival times, such as the East African Revival in the 1930’s, John and Jane 

Q. Christian were the “storm troopers” used by God to put a Church in every community, a Church that in a Century 

numbered up to ten million weekly worshippers. Historians inform us that in this scenario 80% of the Church 

membership “sought by their (Godly) lives and (Gospel) conversation to reveal to others the secret of God’s grace.” 

Concludes Allen, “Every Christian ought to be a missionary and do missionary work where he is and as he is.” With 
reference to 1 Cor.7:24, let him stay where he is. Being “a member of the Church, as a society, he is a member of a 

missionary society, and his work, whatever is character, is to be consecrated so that the missionary influence of the 

church would extend into all departments of life … A great host of such missionaries doing such missionary work 

would transform the whole missionary situation.” What Allen is after is clearly an ecclesiastical evangelism culture 

that should swallow up all intra-ecclesiastical groupings and para-ecclesiastical organizations. For more input how to 

arrive at such culture, see below!     
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believers are disciples, by definition (Acts 6:7). The question is whether we live up to that 

standard. Essentially, disciples are ‘learners,’ called, even during the never-ending learning 

process, to be sent, that is, to be ‘apostles’ (Lk. 6:13; see also Mt. 10:1-2; Lk. 9:1-2). Our 

Lord called us disciples to that end and taught us that disciples follow their ‘Trainer-

Equipper’ (Mt. 4:19; Mk. 1:16-20), whatever the cost (Lk. 19:21), adhere to their ‘Trainer,’ 

regardless of what others do (John 6:68), surrender radically and totally to their ‘Trainer’ 

(John 11:16), renounce everyone and everything else for the sake of their ‘Trainer’ (Lk. 

14:26, 33), apprentice with their ‘Trainer’ and ‘get their feet wet’ with him (Lk. 9:1ff, 23ff; 

10:1ff), mirror their ‘Trainer to a ‘T’ (Lk. 6:40; 9:23-24; 1 Cor. 11:1), experience the same 

consequences as their ‘Trainer’ (John 15:18), shoulder and pursue their mission in the 

footsteps of their ‘Trainer’ (Mk. 3:14; Lk. 6:13; John 20:21), and are told to fruitful (John 

15:8) in personal holiness (1 Thess. 4:4) and multiplication by order of their ‘Trainer’ (Acts 

6:7; 1 Thess. 1:8) through the power of the Spirit and to the glory of the Father (John 15:8). 

In short, our ‘Trainer-Equipper’ taught us for three years running, and we learned slowly 

but surely that disciples are “made” to be “sent,” that is to “equip” disciples in order to 

“make” disciples to “equip” disciples in order to make disciples to “equip” disciples,” etc., 

etc. (2 Tim. 2:2). This is clearly designed to produce a ‘snowball’ effect which is an essential 

characteristic of a genuine Revival Culture (Acts 6:7). Was this ever present in the early 

goings of the Church! I am equally sure that it will be present whenever Revival fires are 

burning brightly. Please, my brothers, when you are on your way, ceaselessly and urgently 

pass all this on, far and wide. In case of need ‘daily exhort’ the Church to this effect, wherever 

you end up. You may be my highly esteemed mouthpiece. In fact, I appoint you to be just 

that!”24 

 

==================================================================== 

 

       Well, at this time we better step in our time-capsule again and return to our venue to 

digest what we heard and to summarize it in concrete terms.   

       The first order of business for any Vanguard Presbytery is to ensure that it is undeterred 

in wishing to carve out a position of Biblical Ecclesiastical Leadership with a Biblical 

Leadership energy, a Biblical Leadership voice, a Biblical Leadership conduct, and a Biblical 

Leadership objective. Frankly, as we saw already, this is what being “Vanguard” is all about, 

“The Forefront of an Action or Movement on Display in Troops Moving at the Head of an 

Army.” So, as the saying goes, “Either change your name or settle this once and for all in 

your heart, your mind, your will, your emotions, and your conduct.” The perennial need for 

a Vanguard Presbytery should never be underestimated. What a present-day icon once 

stated speaks volumes to that effect, “I am afraid that the grim situation our Commander-

in-Chief faced in the Asia-Minor Presbytery--one congregation virtually dead, despite its 

enormous reputation and several others threatened with extinction--is par for the historical 

course.” A hard-core communist who came to his senses, may have well chimed in as well, 

when he wrote (I paraphrase), “In my erstwhile Marxist and Leninist ideology, I was a 100-

percenter, and, of course, an atheist. But when I became a theist recognizing the barbarism 

of Stalin-communism, I was alarmed to notice that both the Church hierarchy and its people, 

with its supposedly ever so much more glorious message, barely broke the 50% mark.” 

 
24 See for a plea to take multiplication in utter seriousness, and for ways to pursue it, Francis Chan, Multiply: Disciples 

making Disciples (Colorado Springs: David C. Cook, 2012). 
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Reportedly, this may have turned him from a theist into a skeptic and some say that he died 

that way. May today’s Church never be indicted like that again. So, even this is not 

obtainable on earth, let us always do our utmost to be 100-percenters, in the footsteps of the 

Apostle Paul (Phil. 3:12). Lack of perfection appears to give him great pain.  

       Frankly, during my nearly 60 years in the Ministry I have seen a variety of new start-

ups. What a joy at first! But after 20, 30, 40, or at most 50 years, the need for a new beginning 

was glaringly evident again. A major, if not the major problem was that the new start-ups 

wanted to return to the “good, old days of 20, 30, 40, or even 50 years ago. This is undoubtedly 

commendable. But it is not “the solution.” Not even a return to the Reformation or to 

Augustine will do. When we face any Asia-Minor Presbytery, that needs to be re-formed 

(Ecclesia Reformata Semper Reformanda), we must not just retro-form it a few years, decades 

or centuries, but arche-form it, that is, go back to Scripture as its “source,” that is, to Acts 

2ff.  

       At any rate, once one has settled its Acts-like Vanguard identity, it does and must meet 

seven Leadership Traits. (1) It does and must have a Vision, (2) put this in a Blueprint to 

communicate it, (3) develop a Strategy to implement it, (4) commit itself unreservedly to a 

Hot Pursuit to turn it into a reality, and in case of need, a back-breaking pursuit, (5) does not 

give up until by the grace of God it prospers, that is, attains Success, (6) consequently 

produces or attracts Followers, and (7) does not regard its task complete until these followers 

turn into new Leaders, with their own Vision, Blueprint, Strategy, Pursuit, Success, 

Followers, and Future Leaders. In all this, not just paying lip-service, but honoring and 

embodying the “grand visionary scheme” of 2 Timothy 2:2! Hopefully the embrace of these 

seven phases or aspects of a Revival Church will help mitigate the often justified critique of 

so-called “brick and mortar” churches that merely function as self-protecting and self- 

conserving “Walled Cities,” rather than as the Headquarters of “Marching Armies, let alone 

“Victorious Armies.” The Church should be “A City on the Hill,” alright (Mt. 5:14), 

constantly and increasingly being grounded in the truth unto the obedience of all that God 

commands (Mt. 28:20), and thus an unshakable “pillar and foundation of the truth” (1 Tim. 

3:15b). As such it is “The Residence of God” (1 Tim. 3:15a) and a shining and world 

illuminating “Showplace of all his Excellencies” (1 Pet. 2:9). But it should double as a 

strategic “Army camp” that equips all those who wish to be Kingdom Citizens (Phil. 3:20) as 

“Armed Forces” for deployment to enter and function in the heartland of the nations as a 

“Guarding Angels” against corruption and as “Guiding Lights” for time and eternity to the 

glory of the Father (Mt. 5:13-16). So let us seek to unpack these seven aspects or phases in 

short order!  

       (1) The Vision should be a Revival Church, as this is promised by the Father, produced 

by the Son, and realized by the Holy Spirit, evidenced by torrents of Holy Spirit Revival 

water, across the waterfront of the life of the Church, that sanitizes the desert of a bankrupt 

world in word and in deed.  

       (2) The Blueprint should consist of a flood of Position Papers that may be short and to 

the point but must clearly and boldly spell out the Vision. If these Papers have been written 

already by others, they may be endorsed and recommended “as is,” or summarized. If not, 

they must be freshly produced by Vanguard appointment or solicited by Vanguard invitation 

from one or more individuals. Once they are adopted, they must be sent not only to the 

congregations for study, absorption and implementation, but also to any and all interested 

parties, and even to the not so interested ones as the proverbial hand-writing on the wall. 
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Frankly, the list that I am about to propose, after listening to the Apostle John, may have to 

be edited, changed, augmented, etc. But one must be drawn up with the aim of painstakingly 

covering all the pertinent teachings of God’s Word that serves Christ’s Triple Command. 

Such endeavor may well “ignite” folks who sit on the fence to throw in their lot with the 

Vanguard Presbytery, recognizing their own short fall and hungering for the very perfection 

that Paul pursues with every fiber of his existence (Phil. 3:12-14). Well, here is my list. 

       The first order of business is to publish a Paper on the nature, function, and objective of 

Revival, which regrettably is too often an overlooked, ignored, opposed, rejected, 

misunderstood, mis-defined, and controversial concept. In this Paper the need for and 

evidences of Revival should be defined, possibly in short order, but quite clearly. Hand in 

hand with this is the production of three simple Manuals to be distributed to and studied by 

every Church member. They should cover what needs to be known to evangelize, speak the 

Word, and to serve.  

       This should spawn a number of fundamental Papers which aims to clarify the ministry 

of a Revival Church, with topics, such as “The Holy Spirit,” “The Church,” “The 

Evangelist,” “the Gospel,” “The Pastor-Teacher,” “The Word,” “The Deacon,” “Service,” 

and items that are related to these topics. Once again, to the extent that such Papers or 

Publications already exist, they can be identified by the Presbytery, endorsed, and placed on 

a recommended or even “required’ Reading List, with or without additions, corrections, 

subtractions, etc. 

       This, in turn, should lead to other, subsidiary Papers that may go into greater detail in 

various areas, such as “The Perfections of God,” “Prayer,” “Preaching,” “The Regulative 

Principle of Worship,” “Giftedness,” “Disciple,” “The Fruit of the Spirit,” “The Fear of 

God,” “Marriage,” “The Family,” “Tithing,” and similar topics that would greatly affect the 

effective ministry of a Revival Church. 

       A Master Flow Chart should be put together by the Presbytery as a Treasure Chest of 

Information and Recommendation to disseminate and absorb its components in an orderly 

and effective way, a Guide to cover all the bases, and a Guard to keep from being mislaid or 

waylaid. This may be combined with a “Volume of the Month” proposal.   

       (3) The Strategy should be twofold. This should spell out ways and means to produce 

these Papers and convey their content. A three- or five-year Master Plan should be drawn 

up to that end. As further facilitating parts of this Strategy:  

       (a) Each Vanguard Presbytery or General Assembly Meeting should hear presentations 

on one or two “burning” topics. These meetings should be mainly presentation, discussion, 

and learning opportunities in the first place, and could be scheduled annually, up to four 

times for the Presbytery and once for the General Assembly.  

       (b) Three Annual country-wide Presbytery/General Assembly Conferences should be 

planned to deal with issues connected with the global areas of the Evangelist, the Pastor-

Teacher, and the Deacon. Each Presbytery/General Assembly Church should commit itself 

either to attend or send delegates to at least one of them annually.  

       (c) Individual Churches should host one or more local workshops each year so that their 

membership eventually can become informed and functional in all three areas. 

       (d) Since the Church has been painfully negligent in “equipping” the membership in 

Evangelism and in the “growing” of Evangelist-Leaders, especially one or more Evangelism 

“workshops” should be organized annually in the USA, and one in a Revival Culture abroad. 

The latter can function as A Julliard School of Evangelism” to accelerate the “equipment” 
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of the participants and the “growing” of Evangelists as matter of continuation, if not 

survival. Sufficient funds should be set apart for young men to attend such School praying 

that evangelistic giftedness will emerge and thus potential Evangelists will be “grown.” 

       (e) The weekly Church and Sunday School should follow a careful Masterplan and be 

organized to flesh out the details of God’s truth in a systematic fashion. The Leadership 

would do well to consult the congregation to determine any preferred or the most needed 

topics. 

       (f) The Vanguard Presbytery/General Assembly should seriously contemplate setting up 

a Ministerial Equipping School. Students should be situated in local Churches and prepare 

themselves for ministry under the tutelage of the local Leadership. The first order of business 

should be to certify them in the three areas of Evangelism, Speaking the Word, and Service. 

The rest of the curriculum should all be geared to improve and sharpen them in these areas. 

Their giftedness should be established aiming to make them candidates for the Office that 

corresponds with their giftedness. Women students should be eligible as well, with the 

understanding that the three Offices are not open to them by Pauline fiat with both 

“creation” and “fall” as the definitive twofold rationale (1 Tim. 2:13-14).25 One or more 

committees should be formed to establish a curriculum, a calendar, instruction procedures 

(on line?), oversight formulas, and deal with all academic and administrative issues that need 

to be settled for a Ministerial School to take off and be effective. At a set time these 

committees should present their findings to the Presbytery/General Assembly for discussion, 

adoption, and implementation.   

       (g) Any existing Church or group of people that wishes to associate itself with the 

Vanguard Presbytery should be apprised in detail of its “culture,” warmly embrace its 

components, such as the threefold ecclesiastical leadership and the threefold New Covenant 

Gospel, and stand ready to organize the ways and mean for its total membership to be 

equipped in the power of the Hoy Spirit (Acts 1:8) to honor in word and deed the Triple 

Command of our Commander-in-Chief (Mt. 28:19-20), which is mandated as the “only thing 

needful” (Lk. 10:42) for the Church to pursue.   

      (h) Finally, in whatever context, in whatever venue, in whatever way, and to whatever 

extent the Word of God is meaningfully (exposition) and significantly (application) taught in 

the power of the Holy Spirit, that is, whenever, wherever, however, and whatever, whether 

evangelistically, edificationally, or in a service oriented manner, it always should end up with 

identifying and showing the what and the how of the action that is embedded in  it or required 

by it. The hearing and doing of God’s Word always are and must be intertwined. The failure 

or refusal actively to submit to this is “self-delusional” (Jam. 1:19-27). Hence the eye-opening 

nature of God’s wisdom in gracing his Church with the twofold speaking giftedness of 

teaching and exhorting (Rom. 12:7). 26 

 
25 Paul’s explicit two-fold rationale indicates that his prohibition is not based on cultural considerations. This means 

that the Church may never decide to move beyond Paul’s fiat and act in defiance of it. A Church that has learned to 

“tremble” (Is. 66:2, 5) at God’s Word in all “humility” (Is. 57:15; 66:2).  
26 R. L. Dabney, Evangelical Eloquence (Carlisle, PA: The Banner of Truth Trust, 1999), 34, 52, is a breath of fresh 
air with his emphasis upon the necessity of the “a text-required call to action” following every message, “The end, I 

repeat, of every oration, is to make men do;“ and “a good sermon … will be applied in th close to a practical result … 

It is the duty of the preacher so to establish the dogmas of the faith in the understandings of the people … that they 

reveal their close bearings upon their life.” In my estimation a Biblical Service contains the following components.  

(1) It worships up a storm to reach the heart through the emotions. (2) It preaches up a storm to reach the heart through 
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       (4) The Hot Pursuit is by far and away the pivotal issue. It flies in the face of comfort 

zones. They should not just leave them. They should not have one.  Christ is and should be 

their “comfort zone” in all “the ups and downs” of life. If he is, even the “downs” will be 

experienced as “ups.” Candidly, with this any Vanguard Presbytery will stand or fall, 

succeed or fail. When it is “worth its salt,” it will stand and succeed. Still it is perennially the 

proverbial “hot potato” that looks too hot to handle. But it is fully part of being a genuine 

“disciple.” James warns us about all this right from the bat. “Doing” should always 

accompany “hearing,” so as not to be deluded in heart (sic!) (Jam. 1:19-25). To remedy any 

shortfall:  

       (a) The first order of business is to make sure that all Church members have experienced 

the definitive New Covenant Gospel, that is, were convicted of their sinfulness, “have called 

on God in repentance, have been granted forgiveness, and have received the gift of the Holy 

Spirit” (Acts 2:38), keen not to grieve him, to quench him, or to outrage him, not even to 

neglect him, but rather eager to honor him by seeking to learn and obey whatever Christ 

commands in the waterfront of their lives. This is the lynchpin for the future. Without the 

fullness of and the constant refilling with the Spirit the torrents of water will soon dry up, 

and history will repeat itself in new shameful Asia-Minor type of Presbyteries.  

       (b) The second thing is to make sure that the Church aspires for all the Revival Marks 

to be or become a reality. They are and remain God’s Normal, and therefore are the standard 

by which every Church is and will be measured, if Jesus’ seven letters are any indication.27     

       (c) The third thing is to make sure that the Church seeks to honor God’s Triple 

Command as “the only thing needful,” and therefore cherish it as the horizon, the guide and 

 

the mind. (3) It fellowships up a storm so that everyone “gets it.” (4) It spiritually partakes of Jesus in the Lord’s 

Supper (on Sunday) to act up a storm according to the Word that was taught. (5) It prays up a storm (during the week) 

to persist in obedience. Sections (2), (3), (4), and (5) are stipulated in this order in Acts 2:42. Further, John 15:7 

underscores section (5). The position of (4), the Lord’s Supper, is pivotal. No call to action is “doable” without Jesus 

Acts 15:5). So, following every call to action the audience should hunger and thirst to “eat” and “drink” Jesus in the 

Lord Supper specifically to take the mandated action. This is to say, the audience should take a (Sunday) pitstop in 

heaven to obtain the necessary fuel to obey. (5) Prayer is an extension of the Lord’s Supper and consist of repeated 

pitstops (throughout the week). Not so incidentally, this encourages the celebration of the Lord’s Supper each Sunday 

following every message to “so” what has been “heard” (Jam. 1:20-27). Since it provides “fuel” to obey, it doubles as 

a veritable “Eucharist!”   
27 A frequently heard mantra is that the Church should pray for Revival. However well-intentioned this may be, it is 

not sufficient, and has never borne any fruit as far as I know. Holy Spirit Revival fires are both a promise (John 7:39) 

and a command (Eph. 5:18). The implementation of promise undoubtedly calls for heart-felt prayer. In a truly 

Augustinian fashion, “Command what you wish. But give what you command” (Da quod iubes et iube quod vis)” But 

the absence of Revival-obedience calls for repentance. So, what is needed is a repentant prayer (See Dan. 9:2-21; Neh. 

1:1-11). When this is present, the repentant prayer for the Revival fires to start burning as a mighty experiential and 

activating reality, will turn into mighty Revival Prayer. This, in turn, results in the emergence of the subsequent as 

well as consequent pearls in the Revival chain, mighty preaching, etc. In sum, only prayer from a repentant self-

condemning heart which admits that it falls short of the twelve-pearl Revival chain in recognized and acknowledged 

disobedience, ironically can and will see this chain turn into a reality. The concept that Revival fires are either solely 

the responsibility of man or solely due to the sovereignty of God practically blocks the way to repentant prayer. The 

insistence on either concept is the foremost barrier to the realization of Biblical Revival. Scripture again and again 
earmarks prayerful repentance and repentant prayer as the sole gateway to Revival times (Once again, Dan. 9; Neh. 

1; and Acts 11:18; 2 Cor. 7:9-11). An examination of Revival times in Church history will undoubtedly convey the 

same message. Candidly, looking back over my past I have been involved in Praying for Revival but have also known 

times of Revival Prayer, both in the USA and in Uganda. The latter were earmarked by the experience of a Power and 

a Freedom that translated in the “gift” of souls and holiness. See for this empowering “phenomenon” also, Arturo G. 

Azurdia III, Spirit Empowered Preaching (2015); And from the same author, Spirit Empowered Mission (2016).    
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the guard of the totality of our lives. It would do well to insert this command in every verse 

in Ps. 119, which is in all but two, where reference is made to the law of God. The it will sing 

like this. “How I love your Triple command, it is my meditation day and night.” “How sweet 

is your triple command, sweeter than honey to my mouth.” “It was good that I was afflicted, 

for it taught me to turn to your Triple Command as the center of my life.” “Unless the Triple 

command was my delight, I would have perished,” “You have trodden down all that err from 

your Triple command,” “I love your Triple command above gold, yes above fine gold,” etc., 

etc., etc.  

      When all this is in place, the equipping will be welcomed with open arms, in Evangelism, 

Speaking the Word, and Service. One-third in the “Classroom” will cover the Manuals and 

two-thirds in the field the certification. The Vanguard Presbytery should organize equipping 

venues for this to occur, starting with Evangelism, in local churches and elsewhere. Presently, 

annual venues are already in place in the USA, Wildwood, New Jersey, and in Africa, 

Uganda. In my ministry I have experienced serious, if not angry backlashes against the need 

to “grow” Evangelists and against joining an equipping venue. The hesitation, if not refusal 

to suffer and die may well be the deepest reason for this “anger,” combined with the absence 

of a burden for souls, holiness, and service. Unlike Paul who was willing, if not eager to be 

accursed of Christ on behalf of his fellow Jews (Rom. 9:3).  

       (d) The fourth thing is that individual Churches annually submit a report about the 

progress in Evangelism, Speaking the Word, and Service. If the promised and mandated 

“greater works” (John 14:12) in any of these areas are missing or stagnating, they should 

ask the Presbytery for assistance in conducting one or more days of Revival Prayer and 

Workshops where needed most, or the Presbytery should recommend for these to occur.      

        Frankly, taking all this in consideration, there is most likely not one in the present 

audience who does not need to repent in one way or another. One of the aims of the various 

proposed venues and undertakings is to develop a burden for souls, of holiness, and of 

service. Frankly, it is the love of Christ that constrains me (2 Cor. 5:14), when I plead with 

you to take your many-faceted “cross” upon you and to “get started.” When these venues 

and undertakings have run their course there is a threefold evidence: 

       (a) The Threefold Leadership is fully functional. They evangelize on the outside, speak 

the Word on the inside, and serve on the outside and the inside to keep the pursuit of the 

Triple Command in place. While each Leader has his own duty and field of labor, all three 

must stand shoulder to shoulder, march arm in arm and act hand in hand.28 For example, 

 
28 This is in principle enshrined in the three times three segments of the Lord’s Prayer (Mt. 9:13). Starting with the 

first triad (1) Hallowed be Your Name. This is, “Put the sum-total of your perfections as a Canopy over the totality of 

this earth! (2) Your Kingdom Come. This is, Regenerate people! (3) Your Will be Done. This is, Sanctify them! Not 

so remarkably, petition (1) parallels Mt. 28:18, petition (2) Mt 28:19, and petition (3) Mt. 28:20. For (1), (2) and (3) 

to be a reality rather than a ritual, we do and must pray, please, (1) Let me always stay under that Canopy, (2) Use me 

to regenerate people in evangelism, in the making of disciples, and (3) Use me in teaching them unto obedience. 

Continuing with the second triad, (4) Provide me daily with what I need (1) to stay under the Canopy, (2) to climb the 

hill of souls and (3) the hill of holiness. (5) Forgive me for not being a good enough soldier, just as forgive my fellow 

soldiers! (6) I also confess that I am not a powerful enough soldier, keep my archenemy at bay! To give this further 
depth perspective, (1) keep me under the Canopy under the threefold leadership of the Church. (2) Let me climb the 

hill of souls under the Leadership of the Evangelist. (3) Let me climb the hill of holiness under the Leadership of the 

Pastor-Teacher! (4) In case of need assist me with the “wherewithal” to be a soldier through the Deacon-Leader. (5) 

and (6) Keep me on the straight and narrow through the model, the teaching, the exhortation, and the assistance of the 

Threefold Leadership. Concluding with the third triad, (7), (8), (9), I take heart and am so grateful that yours is the 
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the Pastor-Teacher must be in the Evangelism field at least one afternoon a week since Paul 

commands him to do the work of an Evangelist to enter a full-orbed ministry (2 Tim. 4:5). 

After all, as the saying goes, “one may not, and should not ‘say’ (from the pulpit or anywhere 

else), what one is not eager to do and has not done, and one cannot ‘lead’ where one is not 

eager to go and has not gone.” Evangelistic preaching and counseling do not count in this 

regard. They are done in-house. One must get one’s feet wet where the people are, facing an 

intolerably grim eternity. The Deacon must join in as well as a Church member. Further, the 

Evangelist and the Deacon must be present in the Preaching Services, also by divine 

command (Hebr. 10:25). Finally, the Evangelist and the Pastor-Teacher have a supporting 

role in the Service area, and must by all means be consulted for their counsel. In a word, the 

three ministry arms of the Church do and must work in unison. They must stand shoulder 

to shoulder, march arm in arm, and act hand in hand in all three areas of ministry as a 

“triumvirate.” As such the ‘three’ leaders (trium) should act like ‘one’ man (vir)!” Of course, 

they should not even be ordained in their Office until they are certified themselves to function 

in all three areas as evidence of their Christianity. At any rate, without the powerful model 

of a concerted ministry the ecclesiastical Leadership will be hard put to ‘ignite’ its 

membership to take obedient action. To further stimulate its membership, it also should 

equip its office personnel to be “in the field” at least one afternoon (or evening) a week, 

whether in hands-on evangelism, speaking the Word or service as an essential part of their 

full-time employment. It should do wonders for the congregation to see the office function as 

a beehive of spontaneous ministry.29 Not so incidentally, if congregations in their totality 

would turn into three-fold ministry beehives, it would sanitize today’s regrettable ministry 

activity and development. Frankly, para-ecclesiastical enterprises have been and are 

mushrooming, undoubtedly due to ebb-tide Church situations that they faced, face and 

continue to face. They move into vacuums that the Church shamefully left or leaves in its 

wake. My prayer and hope is that the Church will repent and be graced with such a powerful 

Revival status, that is, to turn into such a “Greater Works” instrument in the hands of the 

Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit that it will absorb all para-ecclesiastical enterprises. The 

reason for such prayer and hope is simple. The promise to “conquer” the “gates of hell” has 

been given exclusively to the Church, and not to any man-sponsored organization. That para-

 

Kingdom, the Power and the Glory, not only incontestably in general in this Universe, but also very concretely residing 
in me unto “Greater Works” (John 14:12) and proliferating into the world through me as your Plan A.    
29 My recommendation to the Bishop in one of the Dioceses of the Church or Uganda (Anglican Communion) that he 

should be in the field together with his Office personnel at least afternoon a week to show his obedience to Christ’s 

Command and as an incentive for his people to follow suit was received with such enthusiasm that it was enshrined 

as a “bylaw” in the hiring process of new personnel. Not so incidentally, Thomas Chalmers was committed to enter 

the Edinburgh society of his day diaconally, hand in hand with evangelistic and teaching laborers. He openly stated 

that evangelism was the very incentive and core of his diaconal ministry. His efforts have often been said to end in 

failure since upon his death the ministry that he spearheaded fell by the wayside. Frankly, I demur. Chalmers did not 

fail. The Church failed to do its side of “the bargain.” His ministry, instead of run by a “triumvirate” (a “three as one” 

configuration) of Evangelists, Pastors-Teachers and Deacons, functioned essentially as a “one-man,” a “one engine,” 

show, rather than a “Tri-jet” enterprise, that is “uni-viral,” instead of “trium-viral,” to the shame of a Church that “did 

its work all too negligently” (Jer. 48:10)! As such it simply could not survive! Incidentally, any individual or group 
of individuals that adopts the Chalmers name as a badge of honor, but acts “uni-virally” in a “lone ranger-like” fashion 

should relinquish the name. Chalmers knew that every accomplishment in diaconal service apart from the Gospel 

would sooner or later turn into a barrier to the Gospel, both in its definitive and progressive dimension. This may well 

have played a decisive role in the insistence during his later years that all ministries should be ecclesiastical rather 

than para-ecclesiastical and, further, that all “trium-viral” ministries, undertaken by the occupants of the three 

continuing offices could only be ecclesiastical.  



22 

 

ecclesiastical organizations have been used, at times mightily, is beyond question. But they 

have never been able to sanitize a society. In a sense they are “lone rangers.” These may 

prevail in individual battles but can never win wars. It takes a fully equipped and functional 

Army to succeed in this.30 Hence the Church must be or turn into such for the only 

counterweight to emerge that can effectively provide the “broadside,” needed to take on the 

“gates of hell.” Asia-Minor type of “Presbyteries” are simply not up to the task. I can only 

imagine the shockwave that must have hit the churches in Asia-Minor when they were 

apprised of their condition by their Divine Commander-in-Chief. Hopefully, this shockwave 

will even be felt today, that is, in perpetuity, whenever and whenever the Church reads and 

is confronted with Christ’s mercilessly merciful diagnostic “Letters” to the seven Churches 

in Asia-Minor. By widespread agreement among commentators, they must be viewed as too 

often emblematic of the Church Universal. At any rate, the indispensably pivotal and 

incontestably central function of the Church is once and for all sealed, signed and (to be) 

delivered with the injunction to baptize disciples as the capstone of what is accomplished and 

a launching pad for what is to follow. As such it is a badge that does double duty. It is both a 

seal of the tangible impact of the definitive Gospel and a mandate to make an impact with 

the progressive Gospel. This once and for all prevents para-ecclesiastical organizations to 

take the place of the Church as the only entity that is supernatural in nature. To baptize is 

the prerogative of the Church and of the Church only!       

       (b) The Equipping and Certifying process is in full swing, whether locally, regionally, 

country-wide, or world-wide. The Church does and should run three continuing “boot 

camps,” if not “pressure cookers,” in which everybody who did, does, or will join it, has been, 

is, or will be conscripted to turn into trained and functioning soldiers.  As such it is a veritable 

“beehive” of activities. 

       (c) The Equipped and Gifted Believers are fully operational, in their families and 

beyond.  For a “beyond” example, when the evangelistic outreach is blessed with converts, 

believers who are gifted in speaking the Word should conduct a Bible Study in their homes 

for a period of six week as a starter, in addition to their Church attendance. Believers, gifted 

in the service area, should join in as well, whenever, and wherever needed to facilitate or 

enable them to function as co-laborers in the ministry of the Church. 

       (5) The way to Success is far from an easy one. It spells suffering and death to self, and 

possibly of self (Hebr. 11:35b-38). Apparently, William Carey reportedly had to suffer seven 

years before someone called on the name of the Lord in response to his ministry. Tragically, 

soon after, this individual returned to the world. It was a year later that the first true 

“convert” joined him. But after that the floodgates opened. Frankly, it took me (only) nine 

months of much prayer and much labor. At any rate, folks who are in the suffering and death 

phase usually do not draw much sympathy or support. So, be prepared for that (1 Tim. 1:15; 

4:16).  

       (6) It seems that only after God prospers, do or will people take an interest, and be 

prepared to become Followers and “jump on the bandwagon.” Time does not allow me to 

detail this at length. But Campus Crusade and Evangelism Explosion come immediately to 

mind.  

 
30 In this context see once again, Roland Allen, The Ministry of the Spirit, 77-85, as he warns us that all intra- and 

para-ecclesiastical groupings and enterprises cannot but take the much-needed “leaven” out of the “ecclesiastical” 

lump, and therefore all too often leaves defective and ineffective “brick and mortar” churches in their wake that do 

not and cannot impact society which as a run-away train is heading for disaster.. 
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       (7) Finally, followers must turn into new Leaders in their own right. They should, by all 

means, be urged to board a train of ministry pulled by someone else as its locomotive. But 

they should not be allowed to stay in the passenger, the sleep, and the food wagon indefinitely. 

They should turn into locomotives themselves and develop their own vision, etc., whether it 

is a subsidiary vision, a joint-vision, or a vision, depending upon their giftedness and make-

up.  

 

==================================================================== 

 

Well, brothers and sisters, here it is. I am reminded of Winston Churchill, “I can promise 

you nothing but blood, sweat and tears. But it is and will be the way to victory!” “Victory 

through Battle” is the perennial watchword in every phase and area of Christian ministry. 

This is encapsulated in the formula, 100% + 100% = 100%. In greater detail, 100% God 

through 100% man as his plan “A” spells 100% Victory. It was that way in the Book of 

Joshua. “I have given you (perfect tense) all the real estate from the Mediterranean to the 

Euphrates (100% God), on which you set the sole of your foot (100% man in battle-gear) 

(Josh. 1:3-5). This pattern is repeated in Peter, “I have given you everything (once again 

perfect tense) that pertains to life and godliness (100% God) by knowing Christ and adding 

to your faith, etc., etc., etc. (100% concentration and battle) (2 Pet. 1:4-11). Only (!) through 

battle and conquest is an abundant victory waiting to be realized. After all, when we are in 

hot pursuit of Christ’s Triple Command, we can be sure that he is with us until the 

consummation (Mt. 28:20b). Of course, when we put our eggs in other baskets, the baskets 

of this world, even the best ones, such as the family, God earmarks this as wickedness (Ps. 

17:13-14) that faces destruction (Phil. 3:18-19). Why would the Commander-in-Chief grant 

us his presence when we are or turn AWOL? Even if we “merely” cool down in our pursuit, 

that is, are part AWOL, all bets are off already. Remember Ephesus, abandoning one’s once 

pulsating “first love” all by itself turns one into a candidate for being abandoned without 

repentance (Rev. 2:5)!31  

       So, the question arises, will the Vanguard Presbytery succeed in the Mission that it 

envisions and undoubtedly aims to put in clearer focus by the grace of God? Well, in 

principle the vision, the blueprint and the strategy are in place. All (?) it now takes is “daily 

exhortation” to sharpen these and to execute, implement them decisively “in blood, sweat 

and tears” (2 Cor. 11:21-29), in order “to keep every type of hardening by the deceitfulness 

of sin at bay” (Hebr. 3:13-14). So, please, embrace this address under God as your opening 

(?) exhortation, and take it to heart with the prayer that it will not be the last one, so as not 

to fall victim to the octopus-like wiles of the Enemy and to be earmarked for extinction by 

the Commander-in-Chief!  

 
31 During my lifetime I have heard a goodly number of sermons on Christ’s Letter to the Church in Ephesus (Rev. 2:1-

7). In each instance the congregation was exhorted to return to the height of its “first love” from which it may have 

leaped. It suddenly dawned upon me, however, that some of the audiences may never have experienced that Revival 
love in the first place. So, how could they return to what they had never experienced. In short, the pulpit better makes 

sure that the congregation attains Revival status before it is told that it must regain it. This can only be done by 

emphasizing Acts 2:38, culminating in the gift of the Holy Spirit through the preliminary gift of repentance (Acts 

11:18) and via the clearing-the-deck gift of the forgiveness of sins (Acts 3:19) as a refreshing experiential and 

activating reality, on display in the mighty marks of Biblical Revival. An exhortation to return to a place where one 

has never been, or to a condition that one has never experienced, must regrettably be an exercise in ineffective sterility.  
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       Bottomline, let John’s Asia-Minor Presbytery be like the proverbial handwriting on the 

wall! Christ’s love for his saints is unimaginable. The price he paid to become the Donor of 

our replacement heart, our replacement righteousness, and our replacement holiness, which 

secure our entrance into, our peace of, and our fellowship in the kingdom is indescribable. 

But the fullness of the Father dwells in him. This means that he reflects the sum-total of his 

perfections. This explains both the unimaginable love (Rev. 1:5; 3:9) and the unimaginable 

wrath (Rev. 6:16; 14:10) of the Lamb. Regular reading of the OT as the Book of the Father, 

in which his love, resulting from his goodness, and his wrath, reflecting his holiness, are in 

equal evidence, and frequently alternate, provides us with an utterly necessary depth-

perspective upon these complementary truths, not only of the Father, but by necessary 

consequence also of the Son who displays and declares the Father in word and deed, and the 

Holy Spirit, who disseminates what the Father, who comes to expression in the Son, stands 

for. For a single sample, compare Lamentations 3:22-25 and 4:19-22. In the middle of this 

booklet we receive more than a glimpse of God’s unquestionable goodness. It spawns his love 

and faithfulness and our hope and waiting upon him. The author obviously rejoices in it. But 

at the end, however, we come face to face with God’s awesome holiness. It results in his 

inevitable wrath upon human rebellion, wickedness, and corruption. The author trembles 

and cries out, “Restore us to you, o Lord, unless you have utterly rejected us and are 

exceedingly angry with us.” It is this complementarity of goodness and holiness, inclusive of 

what this entails, that does not only come with the Father, but also with the Son (Rev. 1:5; 

6:16) and the Holy Spirit (Rom. 15:30; Acts 5:1-10). Blessed is the Church that, in the face 

of this, is drawn by the astounding goodness of the Triune God, ever rejoicing in his 

demonstrated love, in order to be driven to the majestic holiness of the same Triune God, 

ever trembling before his deserved or threatening wrath! One can hardly be expected to live 

up to the Vanguard label, unless this complementarity is flesh and blood!32 As proof positive 

 
32 The intricate interaction between the expression of God’s Goodness, exemplified in his love, and God’s Wrath, 

resulting from his holiness, in both the Old and the New Testament (Is. 9:1-8 and 8-21; Rev. 1:5 and 6:16), may well 

give rise to some question marks. Even more so God’s Self-disclosures, especially in the Prophets, where Goodness 

and Wrath often alternate, if not leapfrog over each other in surprising quickness (Hos. 1:1-13 and 14-23; 4:1-5:15 

and 6:1-11; 7:1-10:15 and 11:1-9; 12:1-13:16 and 14:1-9). In at least one instance we even encounter a Divine “love-

hate” simultaneity (Jer. 12:7-8). All this may seem puzzling and at times surprising. “Suddenly” God’s wrath, initially 

introduced as utterly fierce (Deut. 28:68; Is. 5:25) and perpetual (Deut. 29:10-28) is equally portrayed as slow (Ps. 
103:8) and temporary (Ps. 103:9; Is.59:16). A creational “phenomenon” may well shed some light on all this. Modern 

Physics has determined that a beam of white light contains all the colors of the rainbow. In short, the unity of light 

comes with distinctions. This unity explains how colors can change quickly and can alternate. But this unity also 

ensures that no “color” can be assigned either the back seat or the front seat.  Similarly, God is one, but with 

distinctions. This applies not only to his to his Being, “One God in Three Persons!” It also applies to his Perfections. 

It is the One God who discloses himself equally in the sum-total of his Perfections. There is no more pertinent 

exemplification of this than the Cross of Christ. Its presence can be traced back to the love of God (John 3:16). Its 

substance reflects the holiness of God (Is. 53:10). In this neither the love of God nor the holiness of God either took 

the back seat or the front seat. They were on equal and simultaneous display. Now, God’s rationale for the non-equal 

distribution of his love and holiness to humans is shrouded in mystery (Deut. 29:29). There is no explanation in 

Scripture why some are loved and receive mercy despite their sin and others are hated, hardened and rejected because 

of their sin, such as a Jacob versus an Esau (Mal. 1:2-3), a Moses versus a Pharaoh (Ex. 7-15; Rom. 9:14-18), a  David 
versus a Saul (1 Sam. 13-31), a Peter versus a Judas (John 13:1-38). This reality must be received in a humble and 

“child-like” fashion (Ps. 131:1-3) without any reservation or protest (Rom. 9:19-23). When it is, the stage is set to 

relate simultaneously to the ever-present love of God (Rom. 8:37-39) in jubilant joy (Hebr. 10:34; 13:15) and to his 

ever-present holiness (Josh. 1:7-8) in trembling sobriety (Hebr. 10:31; 12:29), in the recognition (1) that both 

perfections are intimately related in the very “essence” of the one God and (2) that their display can vary quickly and 
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one will be happy to be identified with both “Smyrna” and “Philadelphia,” to snuggle up to 

suffering (Phil. 3:10) and to embrace the process of sanctification in pursuing the making 

and the equipping of disciples as “the only thing needful” with Baptism in the Name of the 

Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit as the sealing capstone of the former and the energizing 

launching pad of the latter (Mt. 28:19-20)!  

       To conclude, many sections in this address stand undoubtedly in need of a much more 

detailed coverage. But it is my hope and prayer that it will increase the speed of the Vanguard 

ministry which is already in evidence, sharpen the focus upon what must be undertaken, add 

to the determination to accomplish it, progressively embrace the necessary suffering to that 

end, and see God crown it with the Biblical Revival Culture in action and effectiveness that 

glorifies him! 

 

 

  

 

may alternate. For the former, see passages, such as Jer. 1:10; Hos. 1:2-2:1; 2:2-23; 13:12-14:8; and many other 

prophetic passages, such as these. For the latter, see Moses as both the target of God’s holiness and anger (Ex. 4:14, 

2; Num. 20:12; Deut. 3:26) and the recipient of his goodness and love (Num. 12:6-8; Deut. 34:1-4) as well as passages, 

such as Jer. 18:5-10. At any rate, the combination of joyful sobriety and sober joyfulness must be present for the 
promised and mandated “ethics” (Deut. 29:29b), in the present dispensation of “the making and equipping of disciples” 

(Mt. 28:19-20), to be or become a reality as the launching pad for the equally promised and mandated Revival status 

to be attained, maintained or regained through the accompanying presence of the Son (Mt. 28:20b) and the 

empowering presence of the Holy Spirit (Lk. 24:49; Rev. 5:6b). The joy of the Lord spells “strength” to stand tall and 

go far, fast and furious (Neh. 8:10b; Rom. 14:17). The sobriety before the Lord consecrates the “running to win” and 

ensures his unreserved and hands-on backing (Neh. 9:1-10:39; Mt. 28:20).  


