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1 John 1:17 "The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever" 

It was in the year 1995 when we met this small-featured beautiful Uganda woman, who 
was on fire for the Lord. Teresa Abwooli was the Lela Steel of the Ft. Portal town. There 
was not a person that she met that didn't hear the gospel. When the Church in town was 
established Teresa was a single mom raising not only her children, but also a grand-
daughter, Joselyn Kirungi. Teresa worked in the market in Ft. Portal selling bed sheets, 
tablecloths and curtains to make a living for her family. Over the years we would see 
Teresa in the market, always with a warm welcome and a bright smile. She would help 
me purchase items by bartering for me or saying that I was her friend. The beautiful 
colored materials that we use on our display tables were purchased with the help of 
Teresa. Many times we would see Teresa with all her items covered in plastic and she would be under the table protecting 
herself from the pouring rains. This was not an easy way to make a living and when she became sick for a period of time 
there was no income to keep the children in school. 

The Good Samaritan Sponsorship project through donors was able to keep her children Saul Rujumba, Charles Asiimwe and 
her granddaughter Joselyn Kirungi in school. Teresa was always thankful, always inviting us to her house for dinner each 
time we would visit, always walked miles to Busoro (around six miles) to spend time with us 
hugging us and sharing God's word. Over the last two years we saw that Teresa was growing 
weaker, having her ups and downs, trying to sell her wares at the market to supplement expenses 
for both Saul and Charles who are now in the University. She was also paying extras to help 
Joselyn in boarding school; you could see that she gave it all to help better the education of her 
children. If you met Saul, Charles or Joselyn, you would see the love of Christ in each one of 
them. It was a reflection of Teresa's love and the love of her Savior. 

It is with tears of sadness and tears of joy knowing that Teresa has gone to 
be with her loving Savior on June 24 1h, the day before Dick was to return 
home. Pastor Sam and Dick went to purchase a pine box casket, lined 
on the inside and out with beautiful purple material (cost 30,000 shillings or $15.00 US). In 
Uganda you must bury the deceased within three days and usually a person is 
buried in the backyard of their home. Since Pastor Sam, Dick and Bob 
Wright were headed to Kampala, Chris Muesige performing the service 
and Zoe with other women helping in all the preparations. 

Yet in all of Teresa's struggles while in the hospital for the last time she 
constantly told Pastor Sam and Dick that the women in her ward needed the 

Lord. In her weakness she was made strong. In Teresa's passion for the Lord the spirit was 
working on a young woman in the ward and she came to know Jesus as her Lord and Savior just 
days before Teresa went to the loving arms of Jesus. 

We will miss this very dear spirit filled friend. Life in not easy as Africa claims her people at a very 
young age (around 47). Our loving Savior is working all over Uganda as people of this nation are coming into His Kingdom. 
Praise be to God! We know that through Saul, Charles and Joselyn the gospel will be expounded and the multiplication will 
go on. Pray for Saul and Charles as they complete their last year of college. If you would like to make a donation in 
Teresa's memory to help with the children's schooling, please send a check marked in memory of Teresa. 

In His Sustaining Grace, 
Dick & Barbara 
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