
Report from Recent Trip to Uganda

“I know Jesus so much more!”  Boaz kept repeating this to me after recanting the 
frightening story of having shrapnel enter his back and exit his chest during one of the 
bombings in Uganda.  His was an amazing struggle for survival that included getting 
stuck in a traffic jam while trying to reach the hospital.  This young man, who earlier in 
life had been severely burned when acid was thrown on him, had given his life to Christ 
as an orphan in 1999.  With the help of his church, he finished school and developed his 
own business.    Barely a year after he was married, his wife had given birth to their first 
child only weeks before she was struck by a car and eventually died this last December 
after suffering a long hospital stay, and now he had nearly died in the bombing.  In the 
midst of these events, he was overwhelmed with knowing Jesus!  

In the letter I sent requesting your prayers for this mission trip, I mentioned that I wanted 
to go to Uganda because I didnʼt want to miss out on the work that God was doing 
there.  God showed himself very powerfully to me in two ways.  

First, I saw Jesus being very real and present with Boaz in a way that Iʼm not sure Iʼve 
witnessed before.  As I listened to Boaz, I was reminded of Jeremiah 9:23-24.  Amidst 
the grief, pain, fear and chaos I saw among the wounded as I visited  three different 
hospitals, Boaz was a beacon of the light of Christ.  Boaz wasnʼt focused on his healing, 
he wasnʼt talking about Christ in a way that Iʼve seen others talk about God in their pain 
like they are grasping for Him or rather His help,  but he was genuinely delighted in 
knowing God in the midst of a significant tragedy.  

Secondly,  I was awed by the power of the gospel.  Of course there is no greater miracle 
than Godʼs forgiveness of sins and the rebirth of a sinner into Godʼs kingdom, but on 
this trip I marveled that while it takes much arduous and complex effort and prolonged 
training to provide the healing God allows through modern medicine, the gospel is so 
powerful that it can be shared simply with powerful transformation of oneʼs entire life.  
As working in the third world helps me appreciate, the best laid plans rest on Godʼs 
mercy for their execution. My medical team consisted of the chief of anesthesia of one 
of the worldʼs most prestigious eye hospitals, a very experienced and resourceful 
ophthalmic surgical nurse, and myself, and was supported by ORBIS, an organization 
that plans and supports ophthalmology mission programs all over the world.  Yet for a 
while we were powerless to perform the project we had planned.  A surgical supply 
company was to bring the cataract surgery machinery and supplies.  However, the 
company representative from Kenya brought a machine that had not received the 
software updates necessary to make it compatible with the supplies that were brought 
by another representative from the same company in South Africa and none were 
available locally.  Surgeries were delayed for 2 days as couriers brought supplies on 4 
or 5 separate flights from Kenya and South Africa to Uganda to eventually allow us to 
operate on a small number of patients.  In the meanwhile, I was able to visit Boaz, 
repair the eye of another bombing victim, and do more didactic teaching with local 
ophthalmologists, but my surgical team was simply powerless to do the eye surgery we 
had planned without all that effort.  While the medical ministry was challenging, God 



demonstrated his power in bringing several people to new life in Him in just a few hours 
at church.  After giving what I thought was a great Sunday School lesson, I really felt like 
I had a less than stellar delivery of the morning sermon.   Yet God still gave me the 
privilege of leading  8 people in prayer (all except 1 were first time visitors to the church) 
who God had called to trust Christ as their Savior at the conclusion of the morning 
services.  While I donʼt mean to negate the need and significance of sight restoring eye 
surgery for the blind, I wonder at the tremendous logistical effort and years of training to 
offer that limited help, when the gospel simply presented can save souls and give 
healing for eternity.  

Thank you so much for sharing the effort with me in your prayers.  God answered all of 
the requests.  Paula and our unborn baby boy were protected at home from a nearby 
lightening strike.  I think I developed good rapport with my colleagues.  We were able to 
better define plans for the future ophthalmology work, we had no significant operative 
complications, people were taught how to study Godʼs word, and some came to know 
Christ.

In the previous letter, I asked for no funds, but will you prayerfully consider providing for 
some of the needs that I encountered.  1.) Most urgently, I am trying to raise 
approximately $2100 to fly a young man to the U.S. for a specialized glaucoma surgery 
that I canʼt perform on him in Uganda.  Basime Godfrey grew up as an orphan in 
Bundibugyo which is on the border of Congo.  With the help of some missionaries and 
his diligence, he became one of the few students from that area to qualify to attend a 
university.  I first met him when he was referred to me by missionary doctors who 
discovered he was nearly blind when they performed his physical exam required for 
entering the university.  I did surgery on his worse eye 18 months ago in Uganda, but 
his glaucoma is progressing in his “good eye”  in spite of being on maximal medical 
therapy that we can provide for him.  Basime Godfrey is a godly young man, growing in 
his faith, and has potential to be of great benefit to the village he come from; but without 
further eye surgery, he will become blind.  Because he has no family to care for him and 
he is likely to have significant temporary vision loss after surgery, and we donʼt have the 
resources to perform the surgery in Uganda, his best chance of retaining vision will be 
to have surgery in the U.S. by a glaucoma specialist who has agreed to provide his care 
for free.  The other fees and expenses associated with the surgery are also being 
donated.  Will you help by providing funds for airfare, passport, immunizations and a 
U.S. VISA?  2.)  Please pray for Boazʼs continued healing.  Iʼm sure he would 
appreciate any financial assistance with his and his wifeʼs medical bills.  3.)  The church 
in Ntenjeru, which Paula and I have been privileged to see develop over the last few 
years, has raised $2500 of the approximately $15,000 they need to purchase land for a 
new church plant in a nearby village.  Since almost all of the people have to walk to 
church, this land is being strategically purchased to decrease walking distance.  I hope 
these few examples give you a sense of the needs and opportunities in Uganda.   Iʼve 
only listed a few of the many needs and opportunities.  Feel free to contact me to find 
out other ways you can be a part of Godʼs work in Uganda. 



Any donations should be made payable to the Africa Christian Training Institute and are 
tax deductible.  The ministry will keep no funds for overhead expense, so all that you 
give will go the needs you wish to support.  You can mail them to me or contact me for a 
direct mailing address.

Yours in Christ,

J. D. Bonner, M.D.
8906 Prairie Schooner Circle
Lakesite, TN  37379
(423) 240-5891
jdb@completeeyecare.org


